The College of Wooster

Open Works
Wooster Magazine: 2011-Present

Wooster Magazine

Summer 2022

Wooster Magazine: Summer 2022
Caitlin Paynich Stanowick
The College of Wooster

Follow this and additional works at: https://openworks.wooster.edu/wooalumnimag_2011-present

Recommended Citation
Stanowick, Caitlin Paynich, "Wooster Magazine: Summer 2022" (2022). Wooster Magazine: 2011-Present.
40.
https://openworks.wooster.edu/wooalumnimag_2011-present/40

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Wooster Magazine at Open Works, a service of The
College of Wooster Libraries. It has been accepted for inclusion in Wooster Magazine: 2011-Present by an
authorized administrator of Open Works. For more information, please contact openworks@wooster.edu.

SUMMER 2022

Senior Research
Symposium and
I.S. celebrations
return in person
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On the cover:
The College community celebrated the
return of an in-person Senior Research
Symposium in spring 2022. Studio art
majors including Iván Akiri were featured
in The College of Wooster Art Museum
in Ebert Hall and gave gallery talks.
Combining his majors in studio art and
theatre & dance, Akiri’s exhibit “What is
the Recipe for Emotion?” explores how
people with alexithymia or with the inability
to identify and describe their emotions or
others’ express emotions through body
movement as they document them on
a canvas using paint. Read more about
Akiri’s work here: woosterartdepartment.
myportfolio.com/ivan-akiri.
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← “We have gone a long way
toward making sure students
see a diverse array of people
they can identify with in
their time on campus.”
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—Office Hours with Christa Craven, immediate past dean for
faculty development; professor of women’s, gender, & sexuality
studies and anthropology
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Jay Cutting ’08 uses cutting-edge technology to decrease
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thank you,
Wooster!

I

t has been a profound honor to
serve The College of Wooster
for the past six years. When
I arrived, I knew the College
had incredible people and a
distinctive and powerful curriculum.
But there was so much I didn’t know.
I didn’t know what it meant for every
student to undertake I.S. with their
faculty mentors; for the whole senior
class to struggle together through the
challenges of creating something new,
and then emerge together in triumph
on I.S. Monday, each having added to
the world’s knowledge and having done
something bigger than they imagined.
I had never been part of a community
where staff and faculty pour themselves
into students with such abandon, working
relentlessly to create an ever-better place
to learn and grow, and where students
from across the country and around the
world lead and support one another
with such astounding courage and care.
And I didn’t anticipate a global pandemic
that amplified long-standing injustices
and created historic disruption and
loss. But through that adversity,
Wooster shone brighter than ever.
Wooster’s mission has never been more
important. Every student finds their voice,
learns from others, and creates something
new. The world needs collaborative leaders
with global perspective, who hold a broad
understanding of history and science, of
human experience and artistic expression,
and of justice and injustice. Wooster
graduates are these leaders, prepared
to make a difference in developing
strong and just schools and businesses,
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strengthening access to health care,
creating urgently needed science, restoring
our environment, and much more.
Wooster graduates know how to innovate—
boldly, wisely, and with deep humanity.
Wooster’s faculty have continually
advanced the curriculum to inspire great
students from across the country and
around the world and prepare them for
their futures. The faculty revised the
core curriculum, created five new majors
(education, statistical and data sciences,
environmental studies, environmental
geoscience, and global media and digital
studies), and in 2020 invented Pathways,
which bring together theory and practice in
the areas of Activism & Social Change, Data
Exploration & Communication, Digital
& Visual Storytelling, Entrepreneurship,
Environmental Communication &
Action, Global Impacts, Museum &
Archival Studies, and Public Health.
Despite the isolation imposed by the
pandemic, our admissions and student
affairs teams have strengthened Wooster’s
campus community and the ways
that students learn, thrive, grow, and
prepare for their futures by living and
leading together. Our most diverse and

international class ever started this fall,
and Wooster’s total enrollment includes
students representing nearly 70 countries.
Wooster alumni and friends have been
steadfast and incredibly generous through
the pandemic, making a tremendous
impact. With your support, we have
transformed the Lowry student center,
completing the design and fundraising
largely remotely. The space, which opens
in August, will be a vibrant and accessible
hub that truly welcomes all students, and
that nurtures and shares the transformative
power of Wooster’s diverse, global
community. And, over the past six years,
Wooster alumni, parents, and friends have
donated over $37 million for scholarships.
As we prepare for our next journey, Ari
and I will hold tight to our tartan. We have
learned so much here at Wooster, and
we will carry the heart and inspiration
of this community with us always.
Go Scots!
In Gratitude,

Sarah R. Bolton

I

Independent Study 2022:
Investigate, then Celebrate

ndependent Study is the culmination of
students’ four years at The College of Wooster
and a launching pad into their future. It’s a
distinctive undergraduate experience where every
student completes mentored research alongside a
dedicated faculty member. Students build critical
thinking, researching, and writing skills that set
them up for standout success in graduate school and
the professional world. For these and other reasons,
some students say the I.S. experience is exactly why
they chose to attend Wooster in the first place.

Experiential learning drives Independent Study
research across disciplines

I.S.

1

Class of ’22

For much of the academic year, they work with
a faculty mentor on a significant research project
or creative expression. All their work culminates
with the spring deadline known as “I.S. Monday,”
where after last year’s socially distanced
celebrations, the energy was electric.
Donning her Tootsie Roll costume
President Sarah Bolton and The College
of Wooster Pipe Band led the I.S. parade
through Kauke Arch as students proudly
wore their Tartan and I.S. buttons in
celebration of their I.S. achievement.
Seniors investigated questions they’re
passionate about—from both individual
and interdisciplinary angles—that covered
chemistry to communication, Africana studies
to entrepreneurship and everything in between.
In this section, we invite you to learn about a few
projects that caught the attention of the Wooster
community. Experiential learning activities
influenced these featured students as they relied on
unique sample populations (including counseling
center clients from a recent internship and native
Icelanders met while studying abroad), combined
social and technology issues to examine biases, and
sought to improve access to resources for Black
entrepreneurs to avoid adversities.
An in-person Senior Research Symposium
returned in spring 2022 where students
delivered poster presentations, demonstrations,
and performances hosted by faculty, staff,
and alumni.
The symposium featured 179 posters displayed
on the indoor track of the Scot Center,
141 virtual projects, and more than 50 live
presentations and demonstrations, including
gallery talks at The College of Wooster Art
Museum. The online presentations garnered
more than 61,000 page views and received
nearly 700 comments from a worldwide
audience. Visit wooster.edu/symposium for
more about this year’s symposium.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY 2022

“

Completing a project of
this scale in undergrad is
huge for me going into a
research-heavy Ph.D. The
I.S. prepared me so well
for a dissertation.”

Future clinical counselor gathers
trauma research data from internship
counseling clients

—Karabella Hernandez ’22

KARABELLA HERNANDEZ
Psychology major
I.S. title:
Are We Defined by Our Adversity?
Examining the relationship
between childhood trauma and
well-being in adulthood

In the weeks that followed, Hernandez worked
in the outpatient department shadowing
counselors in their client sessions, compiling and
distributing resources, and doing other work
that ultimately helped her confirm her future
career path.

Mentor:
Amber Garcia, professor of
psychology

As part of the internship, she applied for an
APEX Fellowship that provided funding for
her otherwise unpaid work. The fellowship
required her to document the experience via
weekly journal entries. “It would have been a
huge burden to not get paid,” said Hernandez.
“I applied for the fellowship because it was
important to allow me to do this work, and it
gave me wonderful opportunities for reflection.”

K

arabella Hernandez ’22 knew she wanted
to study psychology and become a
counselor. She knew The College of
Wooster was the place for her after just one visit.
She was even confident in assisting with faculty
research as early as sophomore year.
She was more than equipped to travel the
academic road ahead, but when it came time
for an internship, Hernandez said she struggled
with imposter syndrome—as if she was
undeserving or incompetent to do the work.
Hernandez sought a position with OneEighty,
Wooster’s leading mental health, addiction,
and domestic violence support center, led by
executive director Bobbi Douglas ’80, a graduate
of Wooster’s sociology program. They hadn’t
hosted undergrads before, but her interview went
well, and they worked with her. She spent three
weeks getting up to speed on office procedures,
documentation, and even accrued enough hours
of training to put toward a Chemical Dependency
Counselor Assistant certification.
“This was my first time doing any sort of clinical
position, and it was really important to me
because it was what I wanted to do with my
life,” recalled Hernandez. “I was working with
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all these doctoral-and-master’s-degree-level
counselors who had been doing this for many
years, and I was blown away by that. I had to get
over that imposter syndrome and remind myself
I deserved to be there.”

At the end of the 10-week summer 2021
internship, OneEighty invited her to stay on
staff through the academic year co-facilitating a
houseless substance abuse group and a dialectical
behavior therapy group, providing individual
substance use counseling and assessments, and
helping with some administrative tasks.
When it came time for her senior Independent
Study, Hernandez was influenced by personal
experiences to look into how childhood trauma
can affect people into adulthood. “I knew from
the get-go I wanted to sample OneEighty clients
because they could be a rich source of information,”
said Hernandez. “Most I.S. research is done
through college students where peers complete a
survey. It’s good, but I wanted a diversity of ages
and life experiences in my sample.”
Hernandez used a well-established measure of
childhood trauma, called the Adverse Childhood
Experiences Questionnaire, along with openended questions to collect qualitative data
around psychological wellbeing (personal
fulfillment, self-esteem, mental health,

relationships with others, etc.). She was
surprised to find no significant associations
between the childhood trauma measure and
other quantitative variables even though the
qualitative responses said the exact opposite.
“This blew my mind! But I did find that all
the other variables had tons of significant
relationships,” recalled Hernandez. “Selfesteem significantly predicted well-being in
adulthood while an insecure attachment style
showed lower well-being. The research makes
it clear that self-esteem is very important, and it
provides a lot of implications for intervention,
treatment, and practice.”
Amber Garcia, professor of psychology,
mentored Hernandez during her I.S. “Traumainformed research and therapy is very popular
in psychology right now, no doubt influenced
by the pandemic,” said Garcia. “Karabella is an
outstanding student researcher who examined
a topic she was intrinsically motivated to
study. Using a community sample for a twosemester undergraduate thesis is quite an
accomplishment.”
The mentored pair has worked together for a
few years on earlier research projects, including
one where Hernandez was the second author on
a Garcia manuscript that’s up for review with
the Journal of Family Issues.
“I was able to submit my I.S. early because
Dr. Garcia set up a seamless process for me,”
raved Hernandez. “Completing a project of this
scale in undergrad is huge for me going into a
research-heavy Ph.D. The I.S. prepared me so
well for a dissertation.” Hernandez will attend
Purdue University for her Ph.D. in counseling
psychology starting this fall.

“Karabella is an outstanding student
researcher who examined a topic she
was intrinsically motivated to study.
Using a community sample for a twosemester undergraduate thesis is
quite an accomplishment.”
—Amber Garcia, professor of
psychology

SUMMER 2022 WOOSTER

6

7

INDEPENDENT STUDY 2022

Disciplined, creative thinker spotlights
opportunity—not obstacles—in Black
entrepreneurship
KHAYLEN MAHDI
Student-designed entrepreneurial
studies major
I.S. title:
Exploring the Black Entrepreneur in
America: The relationship between
Black business and society
Mentors:
Peter Abramo, director of
entrepreneurship
Joe Histen, assistant professor of
economics

L

iving and breathing the game of basketball
on a top-10 high school team gave Khaylen
Mahdi ’22 the dream of playing at the
Division I college level. When those plans didn’t
pan out, his counselor recommended a highly
ranked liberal arts college with a solid basketball
program: The College of Wooster. Mahdi was
pleasantly surprised to find a “vibrant and
supportive community” at Wooster—both on and
off the court.
“The idea of attending college in a small town
was not the plan, but it worked out better than
I could have imagined,” said Mahdi. He quickly
began benefitting from close relationships with
professors thanks to the small class sizes, and
after winter break his first year, he was playing
more than 30 minutes a game on varsity.
Growing up in his dad’s barber shop in Amherst,
Massachusetts, Mahdi witnessed the 40-year
veteran barber’s entrepreneurial mindset and
was inspired to take a similar path. He met with
Peter Abramo, director of entrepreneurship at
Wooster, and decided to self-design his own
entrepreneurial studies major.
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Through some of his coursework, Mahdi
recognized that a lot of literature is more
negative toward Black entrepreneurship. “It
seems to highlight all the obstacles that Black
entrepreneurs experienced through history
rather than the accomplishments and positive
influences they’ve had both in the Black
community and abroad,” said Mahdi. “I wanted
to explore why that is.”
Mahdi used his Independent Study to shine a
light on Black entrepreneurship as a means for
economic and cultural growth. He was surprised
to discover contradictory statistics from The
Network Journal that said eight out of 10 Blackowned businesses fail in the first 18 months,
while another said these businesses produce
more than $1 billion each day in revenue.
Joe Histen, assistant professor of economics,
who served as one of Mahdi’s mentors said, “I.S.
is all about making sense of an unstructured and
complicated world. Khaylen asked big questions
and was competent enough to answer them.”
His other mentor, Abramo, added this: “Khaylen
completed his I.S. with determination and a
systematic approach. His discipline as a studentathlete really shined during the process.”

As for I.S., Mahdi concluded that a large
problem for Black entrepreneurs in particular
is access to education and capital. His
report offers suggestions for how young
entrepreneurs can engage in mentorship,
education, financial literacy, and find other
resources, to help avoid adversities.
The student-athlete personally benefited from
similar resources at APEX, Wooster’s Center
for Advising, Planning, and Experiential
Learning, where he gained interview skills and
set up a personal brand before applying for
internships. His hard work paid off when he
landed a highly competitive role with global
footwear brand, Adidas.
Aside from a two-week visit to the Portland
headquarters, Mahdi spent the mostly remote
summer 2021 internship in corporate finance
crafting Excel forecasts for the company’s
wholesale and retail teams. His reporting helped
the teams determine when to renovate specific
stores, and plan for product inventory in two
sporting goods chains across the country. Last
October, he accepted a full-time job offer from
Adidas and started working with the company’s
Yeezy team in Los Angeles on May 30.
As for his entrepreneurial future as a barber,
Mahdi doesn’t want to open his own shop. “I
definitely want to keep the craft alive and plan
to cut for friends and colleagues out in L.A.,”
said Mahdi. “I also think it’d be so cool to cut my
kids’ hair one day.”

The research also features interviews of Black
entrepreneurs like a personal chef of professional
athletes who said starting his own business
wasn’t a choice for him—it was a necessity. “I
learned that there are far too many limitations
put on Black individuals in the corporate world,”
said Mahdi. “As an entrepreneur, you’re able
to take control of your time, freedom, and
ultimately your life.”
He didn’t realize it at the time, but Mahdi took
control like this back in his first semester after
he had to find a ride an hour away from campus
just to get a haircut. He realized other students
of color didn’t have a barber shop to go to in the
predominantly white community of Wooster
either. It motivated him to spend spring break
studying his dad’s trade, and later start a
makeshift barber shop out of his dorm.

“I.S. is all about making sense of an
unstructured and complicated world.
Khaylen asked big questions and was
competent enough to answer
them.”

“

Business literature seems to
highlight all the obstacles
that Black entrepreneurs
experienced through
history rather than the
accomplishments and positive
influences they’ve had both
in the Black community and
abroad. I wanted to explore
why that is.”
—Khaylen Mahdi ’22

—Joe Histen, assistant
professor of economics
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Wrong-way Icelandic puffins lead student
researcher to follow the right path

Fitz Gibbon praised the study for providing an
interdisciplinary perspective that overcomes
many of the limitations of earlier animal studies
in sociology. “As Megan argues, the classical
and early literature in the field looks to identify
how humans are different, if not superior, to
animals,” said Fitz Gibbon. “Megan looks instead
at how our relationships with animals are closely
tied to our culture and social structure.”

MEGAN TUENNERMAN
Sociology and environmental
studies majors
I.S. title:
Puffins, the Charismatic Clowns of
the Sea: Examining the relationship
between community identity and
the social construction of animals
Mentor:
Heather Fitz Gibbon, professor of
sociology and anthropology and
chair of urban studies

W

“

I met a grandfather who
climbed over a 6-foot-tall
fence to rescue a puffin. It’s
not that they devote their
lives to these birds, but
they can’t imagine doing
anything other than helping
them. It’s a deep joy.”
—Megan Tuennerman ’22
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hen you love animals as a child,
people often say “You should be a
veterinarian when you grow up.”
Megan Tuennerman ’22 heard this a lot, except
she had no interest in that path. After taking
Introduction to Sociology with Thomas Tierney,
professor of sociology and anthropology at The
College of Wooster, she chose to study people,
not animals. That is, until her philanthropy
internship with the National Aviary in
Pittsburgh. While fundraising for a cause she
deeply cared about, she quickly realized she was
jealous of the people working with the birds.
“That’s when I figured out that I could work with
the birds, too,” recalled Tuennerman.
Around the same time, Wooster launched its new
environmental studies major. Tuennerman added
the major to her plate and has incorporated
animals and conservation into each experiential
learning opportunity she secured afterward.
First, she worked as the assistant launch director
for a nonprofit called One Blue Ocean, where
she collaborated with underwater photographers.
The experience led her to pursue a scuba diving
certification through Wooster—something she
insisted had become an important part of her
resume. Then, for her first hands-on experience
with animals, she received an APEX Fellowship

to work as a caretaker at the Pittsburgh Zoo.
While studying abroad in Iceland, Tuennerman
finally connected her academics and passions in a
junior Independent Study project about people,
birds, and the environment. At Heimaey Island
(pronounced “hay may”), she discovered how
children and other community members rescue
baby puffins who are confused about how to get
out to sea.
It’s called the puffling patrol.
“Pufflings are attracted to light coming from
town and will come in when they’re supposed to
fly out,” said Tuennerman. “They can get hit by
cars or eaten by cats when they land, so the locals
collect them and basically throw them into the
ocean the next morning.”
She completed a 20-page report but knew
there was more work to be done around the
relationship between the humans and animals.
She reached out to Tierney and Heather Fitz
Gibbon, professor of sociology and anthropology
and chair of urban studies, for permission to
expand the project into a senior I.S., and to
obtain the necessary Human Subject Research
Committee approvals.

Tuennerman says it’s beneficial for the world to
see there are different versions of conservation
in other cultures that are equally important. In
the U.S. we often separate humans and nature
with a fortress conservation style, but the
Heimaey people’s complete opposite approach
to dealing with puffin nesting grounds all over
their small island clearly benefits more than the
birds alone.
“I met a grandfather who climbed over a
6-foot-tall fence to rescue a puffin,” recalled
Tuennerman. “It’s not that they devote their
lives to these birds, but they can’t imagine
doing anything other than helping them. It’s a
deep joy.”
Unsurprisingly, Tuennerman is already
helping birds herself. A week after graduation,
she started working as an aviculturist at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium in California. She also
looks forward to the possibility of working in
conservation administration one day.

“The professors had multiple Zoom calls with me
in Iceland even though I wasn’t technically their
student at that time,” said Tuennerman. “They
supported and encouraged me, and Professor
Fitz Gibbon became my project mentor.”
Tuennerman’s qualitative research included
observations and interviews of community
members in Heimaey. It also led her to Witless
Bay, Newfoundland in Canada to visit the
only other large colony of puffins that live
near a human community. On that second
trip, she observed “interesting differences”
in conservation methods and the community
because the puffins aren’t as physically close to
that bay. “This comparative nature and hands-on
way of looking at communities makes my project
unique,” boasts Tuennerman. The Copeland
Fund for Independent Study agreed this was
unique and covered the costs of Tuennerman’s
travel and housing for the Canadian trip.

“As Megan argues, the classical and
early literature in the field looks to
identify how humans are different, if
not superior, to animals. Megan looks
instead at how our relationships with
animals are closely tied to our culture
and social structure.”
—Heather Fitz Gibbon, professor
of sociology and anthropology
and chair of urban studies
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Siri-ously biased: Computer science
major examines language models showing
negativity toward LGBTQ+ terms
BANG NGUYEN
Computer science major
I.S. title:
Queering NLP: A nonheteronormative approach to
quantifying and investigating
sentiment bias against LGBTQ+
identities in word embeddings
Mentor:
Kowshik Bhowmik, visiting
instructor of computer science

W

hile studying at his Vietnamese high
school, Bang Nguyen ’22 wanted to
pursue a liberal arts education in the U.S.
that empowered him to combine his interests
in math and social sciences. At The College
of Wooster, he bridged the gap between the
two, applying his technical skills as a computer
science major and infusing the social sciences
with minors in statistical and data sciences and
communication studies.
“Wooster was really generous with its financial
aid package, but what resonated with me most
was what I heard about the Independent Study
and mentored research,” said Nguyen. “The
interdisciplinary perspective has been helpful,
and it culminates with my I.S. interest in
computer science.”
Nguyen’s I.S. project examines the social issues
within natural language processing (NLP)
technologies that attempt to generate and
understand human language. “My research looks
at the deeper layout of how technology replicates
social biases against the LGBTQ+ community,”
said Nguyen. “Sometimes we are hurting
members of queer identities, and it’s replicated in
these technologies that we use every day.”
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NLP is used in machines—including virtual
assistants like Apple’s Siri and Amazon’s Alexa—
to understand and respond to text or voice data.
Their responses are based on a language model
that converts each word in human language to
a numerical vector (a word embedding) for the
computer/machine to understand.
Twitter and other platforms can prevent certain
posts from going out if the technology identifies
the word embeddings as toxic material. Nguyen
said that society—and language—operates with a
world view that promotes heterosexuality as the
normal or preferred sexual orientation, so when
this bias is captured in word embeddings, words
like ‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’ often get flagged as toxic.
“I looked at five specific identities in my research
including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and queer,” said Nguyen. “I found biases against
all five, and the word embeddings typically
associate these with more negative words. ‘Gay’
for example, is close to weird, ugly, dumb,
stupid, and pervert, among other terms.”
He compared an existing language model trained
on data pre-2015 with embeddings trained
by him on data post-2015 to see whether time
has normalized the bias against the LGBTQ+
community. Nguyen found the older model
to contain more extreme bias while the newer
model showed more inclusivity. He called that
progress a reflection of social change and the
LGBTQ+ experience. “It’s interesting that when
machines learn these things, they replicate
whatever the human does,” said Nguyen. “Do we
want to use these biases, or can we find ways to
remove them computationally?”
Kowshik Bhowmik, visiting instructor of
computer science, mentored Nguyen throughout
the study. He pointed out that formulating the
research question was tricky, but his mentee
came up with two hypotheses that captured the
goal of the work very well.
“Existing research in the field mostly looks
at bias from a heteronormative point of

view, such as how are biases regarding genders
(male/female) embedded in existing word
embeddings,” said Bhowmik. “Bang, on the other
hand, investigates whether words with negative
sentiments are more closely related to LGBTQ+
terms than words with positive sentiments.”
This I.S. project wasn’t Nguyen’s first venture
into research. He invested in experiential
learning opportunities across two summers in
the Applied Methods and Research Experience
(AMRE) program. AMRE gives Wooster
students the ability to become consultants for
local companies. First, he worked as a consultant
for a STEM success initiative at the College,
analyzing data on students who took STEM
courses. The second year, Nguyen worked on
quality control processes for The Goodyear Tire
& Rubber Company. His team proposed a new
system that uses machine learning to show how
Goodyear can better control tires.

“

My research looks at the
deeper layout of how
technology replicates social
biases against the LGBTQ+
community. Sometimes
we are hurting members
of queer identities, and
it’s replicated in these
technologies that we use
every day.”
—Bang Nguyen ’22

Between the I.S. and AMRE experiences, Nguyen
recognizes that he built transferable research and
writing skills that he’ll use in grad school and his
career. He also knows the importance of clearly
communicating tech knowledge.
“I want to make science more accessible,” said
Nguyen. “Science is already complicated enough,
and when you add social issues on top of that it
gets worse.” Nguyen plans to focus his studies
on fairness and nondiscrimination in machine
learning this fall when he joins the University
of Notre Dame as a Ph.D. student in computer
science and engineering.

“Existing research in the field mostly
looks at bias from a heteronormative
point of view, such as how are
biases regarding genders (male/
female) embedded in existing word
embeddings. Bang, on the other hand,
investigates whether words with
negative sentiments are more closely
related to LGBTQ+ terms than words
with positive sentiments.”
—Kowshik Bhowmik, visiting
instructor of computer science
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Beat
the Heat
Professor Susan Clayton
changes the climate for
environmental psychology

or nearly 30 years, Susan Clayton,
Whitmore-Williams Professor
of Psychology at The College of
Wooster, has been one of a small
group of people researching
social and emotional aspects of
environmental issues. Along the way, she’s had to
convince others that there’s a psychological aspect
to climate change.
While people started talking more about climate
change in the early 2000s, Clayton saw a gap in
psychological research in that area that motivated
her to study it further. In 2011, she used the term
“eco anxiety” in discussing the possible mental
health consequences of climate change. Today,
publishers who had initially told her there wasn’t
a space for environmental research in psychology
work can’t get enough of the topic.
The conversation isn’t only growing, it’s garnering
urgent attention that Clayton attributes to increased
media coverage, recent wildfires, and unusual
storms. “We’ve seen wildfires where smoke from
the west coast was affecting air quality on the east
coast,” explained Clayton. “We had that heat dome
last summer in Washington and Oregon that was
extremely unusual—sustained high temperatures in
a region that is typically associated with cool rainy
weather. With record-breaking temperatures over
110 F in both states, I think people began to realize
that climate change is here.”
In 2020, Clayton published a climate change
anxiety scale with fellow Wooster Psychology
Professor Bryan Karazsia. “It’s hard to really talk
about something unless you can measure it,” said
Clayton. “We wanted to measure it and see if it
could be linked to established measures that assess
mental health, like anxiety and depression.”

“The [IPCC] report is important
because it has to be approved by
all the participating governments.
There’s a very high level of review,
so you know this is not just a few
people’s opinions—this is a clear
representation of the current state
of knowledge. It has been so intense
and such an enormous amount of
work but also so enjoyable.”
—Susan Clayton, Whitmore-Williams
Professor of Psychology
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Colleagues around the globe have reinforced
the interest in more mental health conversations
around climate change, and Clayton was selected
to serve as a lead author on Climate Change 2022:
Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, the sixth
assessment report from the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.
The IPCC publishes a report every four to five
years for policymakers, though this is the first
report to look at the evidence for mental health
impacts. Clayton was recommended by the
American Psychological Association, and she’s one
of hundreds of authors from all over the world.
She said it was an honor to represent the mental
health perspective.
“The report is important because it has to be
approved by all the participating governments,”
noted Clayton. “There’s a very high level of review,
so you know this is not just a few people’s opinions—
this is a clear representation of the current state
of knowledge. It has been so intense and such an
enormous amount of work but also so enjoyable.”
While working on the report, Clayton received
a highly selective fellowship in Paris with the
French Institutes for Advanced Study. From Sept.
1, 2021 to June 30, 2022, Clayton investigated
perceptions of environmental issues, with a
particular emphasis on the views of marginalized
members of society, while continuing to pursue
her research on climate anxiety in collaboration
with researchers in the U.K., Finland, and France
as well as the U.S.
“I’ve realized the importance of looking at the
economic aspect of social justice,” said Clayton.
“There’s a lot of awareness [in France] about how
people who are economically disadvantaged might
be more affected by various environmental policies
or threats.”
She faced some hurdles with the language barrier
and asking about racial identity in surveys, as
it’s not appropriate or even allowed there in
some cases. Along with a deeper appreciation
for international students and their bravery in
coming to study in the U.S., Clayton hopes to
bring more of an international perspective back
to students at Wooster.
“It’s one thing to think about it, and it’s another
thing to be talking to people every day who are
from different countries and experiencing not just
different impacts of climate change, but different
kinds of government policies, and different human
experiences,” emphasized Clayton.

“Often the world frames
climate change as something
really scary, and it takes a lot
of courage to look something
so threatening in the face.
Understanding the emotions
that guide climate action or
inaction gives us the tools to
reshape how we educate and
advocate.”
—Cambry Baker ’21

The professor’s work in France will result in
some publications along with new or ongoing
collaborations (perhaps with other FIAS fellows).
She’s looking forward, with a renewed sense of
urgency, to talking with students about some of
the issues and problems she studied in France, and
hopefully helping them decide how they want to
engage with them in their own lives.
This includes students like Cambry Baker ’21,
who’s trying to align her lifestyle with her values to
keep climate anxiety down. She recently finished
building a solar-powered tiny home on wheels, and
hopes to find work facilitating climate education
for youth. Clayton mentored Baker in pursuing
publication of her own research abroad. In 2019,
Baker studied in Australia during their worst wildfire
season in recorded history. She propelled the energy
and emotion from her own climate anxiety into a
research project that sought to learn about children’s
emotional response to climate change and how
adults and educators can support them.
“I appreciated how valued my thoughts were by
Dr. Clayton,” recalled Baker, who partnered with
a non-governmental organization to conduct
the research. She co-created and facilitated
workshops with youth in Northern New South
Wales that aimed to channel climate emotions into
empowering action.
“Often the world frames climate change as
something really scary, and it takes a lot of courage
to look something so threatening in the face,” said
Baker. “Understanding the emotions that guide
climate action or inaction gives us the tools to
reshape how we educate and advocate.”
Clayton returns to campus this fall to continue this
conversation with students, and there’s no doubt
she’ll continue lending her expertise to the rest of
the world.

SUMMER 2022 WOOSTER

14

BEAD PILE EXPERIMENT
ENGAGES STUDENTS
FOR 30 YEARS

Multiple I.S. projects evolve to develop
understanding of critical system applying to
avalanches, landslides, earthquakes
n some cases, working with students
on Independent Study projects
at The College of Wooster allows
faculty to build on research with their
students that continues to evolve over time
with new perspectives and layers of an
experiment or study. Susan Lehman, Victor
J. Andrew Professor of Physics at Wooster,
published a study in physics this spring,
with eight Wooster alumni graduates and
co-authors who contributed to a seemingly
simple experiment informally known as the

bead pile project in their time at Wooster
from 2013 to 2016, but the experiment has
been engaging students at Wooster since
the early ’90s. In this feature, learn about
how the experiment began and where it’s
headed. Also, hear from some of the alumni
who worked on the project about how it
influenced them and where they are now.
At its core, the bead pile experiment is
straight forward and easy for students
and others to understand. Researchers

W

hen Mike Winters ’10
chose The College
of Wooster, he knew
he’d found a place
where he could be himself and
study multiple interests through
a liberal arts education. “I didn’t
have to operate in one particular
sphere, and that made it so that
I could get an education that
lined up with who I was and my
interest as a person,” he said,
noting that he majored in both
physics and music performance
and completed minors in math
and philosophy.

←
Professor
Lehman
examines the
experiment with
senior physics
students Melita
Wiles ’22
and Bennett
Anderson ’22.

observe the avalanches that happen as
new beads drop onto a cone-shaped
pile—a system they can apply to studying
broader ideas like landslides, earthquakes,
and even traffic jams.
“The simplicity of the project makes
it easy for students to get involved,
but they can take the work in so many
directions and to a really elegant
theoretical place,” said Lehman. “Each
student has their own creative spark. As
an experimentalist, working with them
to do that kind of problem solving is so
satisfying and rewarding.”
Developing and building the experiment
began with an idea from Karen McEwen
’90 (profile on page 34), who worked

scientifically and get feedback,” he
said, describing how he built skills
in communications and working
on a team. “I learned that to be
successful I had to think quickly and
incorporate knowledge from a lot of
different domains at one time.”

Mike Winters ’10
finds foundation
for graduate
research through
intersection of
physics and music
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In addition to discovering a love for
learning that drives him forward,
Winters combined his interests
to find a connection that led him
to study music technology as a
graduate student. He spent much
of his time at Wooster either in the
piano practice studio or physics
labs and became involved in the
bead pile project with Professors
Don Jacobs and Susan Lehman
as a summer research assistant.
He had the opportunity to present
the research at an American
Physical Society Meeting as well
as contribute to its publication. “I
had many opportunities to write

Winters’ knowledge of music theory
propelled him to take the data from
studying the mass of the bead pile
“as a way to generate music,” he
explained. “I designed a method that
would turn those individual bead
avalanches into notes. Essentially,
we hear the mass of the bead
pile over time; as it got heavier it
would become a lower pitch, and
when there was an avalanche, it
would suddenly go from a low
pitch to a high pitch.” His work
inspired his interest in the field of
music technology and sonification
research—the idea of transforming
data into sound. “I’ve spent the last
decade designing sonifying systems
for education and research,” he
said. “Our auditory system provides
a remarkably useful channel for
understanding and connecting to
the world around us. Sonification
allows us to hear the world in
ways that we couldn't before.”

After completing his Ph.D. from
the Georgia Tech Center for Music
Technology, Winters joined the
Socioneural Physiology Lab in
the Kinsey Institute at Indiana
University and worked on BrainComputer Interfaces for education
and outreach. In his most recent
work as a postdoctoral researcher
with Microsoft Research, “We’re
trying to infer what’s happening in
the cerebral cortex from electrical
signals—EEG waves that are
recorded by our machine,” he said.
“In this case, the low frequency
waves of EEG are more likely than
high frequency EEG patterns.
The distribution of a typical EEG
wave is similar to the distribution
of avalanches in the bead pile.”
Studying how neurophysiology
changes while learning could
allow them to develop ways
to adapt learning systems and
enhance learning abilities.

↖ Winters takes EEG
measurements as part of his
neurophysiology research.
Photo courtesy of Georgia
Institute of Technology
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with Don Jacobs and John Lindner,
both emeritus professors in physics. She
did numerical simulations of the bead
pile with Lindner for her I.S. project,
Avalanches in an Hourglass. “I’m
amazed students are still working on the
experiment 32 years later!” McEwen
says. “What an awesome experience
to be able to choose something to
research and then have the support
to try different things until you find
something that works.”
Jacobs worked with McEwen to develop
the experiment, and as more students
became interested in the project, it
continued to evolve. As they observed
the results, Jacobs and his students found
they would have to drop 10,000 beads

to see useable statistics. “Typically, you
would have lots of small avalanches, twobead, three-bead, four-bead avalanches,”
explained Jacobs. “Occasionally, you
would get this huge avalanche of 100 or
1,000 that would come off the pile.”
After developing a base to build the
bead pile, working with a local science
instrumentalist to make a bead-dropping
device, and creating a computer program
to interface with the device to time
the drops and measure the mass of
avalanches, Jacobs and his students
experimented with beads of different
mass including glass, steel, stainless-steel,
and even zirconium beads. They also
varied the size and shape of the base and
the height the beads dropped from. “It

Strength in
problem-solving
follows Paroma
Palchoudhuri ’16
in industry

A

s an engineering process manager for E Ink,
the pioneering company
behind electronic paper
technology, Paroma (Popi) Palchoudhuri ’16 worked with her team to
find solutions and product enhancements for Amazon’s new 6.8-inch
Kindle Paperwhite released in fall
2021. “We want to understand what
their product requirements are and
how we develop them,” Palchoudhuri explained. “Amazon might want a
Kindle with better image quality or
with improved nighttime reading, for
example, and we would have to see
how we meet those requirements.”

WOOSTER SUMMER 2022

17

BEAD PILE EXPERIMENT

Palchoudhuri’s penchant for solving
problems started with her work as
an experimentalist and student-researcher at The College of Wooster.
Coming to Wooster as an international student from India, Palchoudhuri had chosen a physics major
ahead of time, but first experienced lab work and research after
meeting Professor Susan Lehman
as a summer research assistant
working on the bead pile project her
sophomore year. She took a class
in Modern Physics with Lehman,
running fundamental experiments
and reporting every two weeks. “It

Cohesion and especially
changes in cohesion are
very important in realworld applications. The
more cohesion you have,
the more the snow or
other material can build
up, and then when
there is an avalanche
finally, it is a more
devastating event.”

was very fast-paced, and I loved
that. That’s when I realized I wanted
to work in the lab on experiments,”
Palchoudhuri said. “I really enjoyed
the mentorship from Dr. Lehman,
and I told her that when it comes to
my I.S., this is what I want to work
on, and that stayed true.” Combining
her majors in mathematics and
physics in one I.S., Palchoudhuri
remembers spending time troubleshooting when the bead dropper
was dropping multiple beads at one
time. “The experiment is designed
to drop one bead at a time, and
when that’s stable, you drop another
bead,” she said, explaining that
she worked to solve the issue to
give them more control in order to
better predict the likelihood of large
or small avalanches.
Developing a firm understanding
of how the project worked gave
her confidence as she built her
presentation and communication
skills to defend her I.S. and later
talk with prospective internship
supervisors and employers. “I
learned to put together slides, to
practice, to time myself, and give
room for questions,” she said. “It
helps me every day. Even now, I

—Susan Lehman, Victor J.
Andrew Professor of Physics

still use the same tactics when I
present.”
In E Ink’s Ink Device Physics Department, Palchoudhuri uses the
same communications skills when
working with teams in product
relationships management, field
applications engineering, and quality production. “The interpersonal
aspect of technical work is what I
enjoy the most,” she said, “working
cross functionally across different
teams and thinking about ‘How
do you communicate information
about the technology? How do
you make sure there’s alignment
and transfer knowledge between
teams?’” Palchoudhuri added
that the liberal arts education she
experienced at Wooster strongly
influenced “how I think about problems and problem-solving strategy
and also my work ethic,” she said.
“I’m the designated notetaker at
work, no matter what the meeting
is, and I think it all stemmed from
having to maintain a good lab
notebook for Dr. Lehman. She was
always rooting for my success.”

↖ Photo: Natalie Nigito
Photography

was fun to hear the students say, ‘OK,
it’s now my project, how am I going to
vary it; what am I going to change?’”
Jacobs said. What they found was these
variables didn’t affect the distribution of
the avalanches.
“All of the data values for all the drop
heights and all the different types of
beads fall onto a common curve when
a simple scaling was applied,” Jacobs
said, exclaiming, “This is what physicists
love—finding something that happens for
everything. With that data we hope to
develop one theory that describes a huge
range of phenomena.”
Because the same tiny input—the
individual dropping of beads—can
cause any size of response, the system
represented by the experiment is
considered a critical system and an
idea physicists call criticality applies.

“Criticality in this situation means that
the same tiny input can cause a teensy
tiny response, which is what happens
most often, or it could cause a mediumsized response, or it could cause a really
big avalanche,” said Lehman, who
became involved in the project first as
a second reader on an I.S. project and
took it over after Jacobs retired in 2011.
When the researchers plot the data on
a logarithmic axis, “The plot has the
same basic behavior for the bead pile,
for traffic jams, for earthquakes, and for
all kinds of other things,” said Lehman.
“Since we see this same behavior in
these very different systems, there must
be something more universal than the
details of the system itself.”
The publication this spring, “Universal
aspects of cohesion” in Granular Matter,
a peer-reviewed journal in physics,

↑
Paroma
Palchoudhuri ’16
runs the bead
pile experiment
during her time
at Wooster.

focused on data Lehman and her
students collected from 2013 to 2016.
In addition to Lehman and Jacobs,
Wooster graduates who contributed to
the paper as co-authors included Nathan
Johnson ’16, Paroma Palchoudhuri ’16,
Lily (Christman) Peppers ’13, Catherine
Tieman ’16, Avi Vajpeyi ’18, Justine
Walker ’18, Elliot Wainwright ’15, and
Ian Wilson ’14. In their research, they
added cohesion to the system, making
the beads stick together more using
a magnetic field and compared the
experiment to the theoretical model of
collaborator Karin Dahmen, physics
professor at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. Through her work
with Dahmen, Lehman says the paper
creates a framework that will allow
researchers to make future comparisons,
ask further questions, and evaluate
other properties.
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I created a program to
remove distortion from
the bead pile images we
were trying to analyze
using multiple coding
languages. With the
many different projects
going on, I realized the
importance of different
minds and people with
different skillsets.”

“Cohesion and especially changes
in cohesion are very important in
real-world applications,” Lehman
said, explaining that they varied how
much the beads clumped and stuck
together using a magnetic field at
different strengths. Developing this
model system with the bead pile
has the potential to allow scientists
to apply the same mathematical
model to better understand some
of the effects of climate change.
With landslides or snow avalanches,
Lehman said, “The more cohesion
you have, the more the snow or
other material can build up, and then
when there is an avalanche finally, it
is a more devastating event.”
For Wainwright, who contributed
to the project as part of his I.S., it
was “the close relationship in the
way granular matter sticks, shifts,
slides, and moves depending on its
cohesion and how it mathematically
connects with other materials and
forces of nature” that piqued his
interest. Now a materials engineer
with the U.S. Army DEVCOM
Army Research Laboratory,
Wainwright sees applications of the
experiment in his current work.
“The experience contributing to a
larger project through I.S. mirrors
what happens in the real-world
in industry and government labs.
Working in powder metallurgy
we often face problems of
granular flow. How powders
spread, mix, and build up has big
implications in applications from
agriculture, aeronautics, additive
manufacturing, and elsewhere.”
In Lehman’s current research with
students on the bead pile project,
they’ve added a high-speed video
camera that allows them to record
and review avalanches in more
detail. “What we have done so far
is about individual avalanches, how
big they are, when they happen in
time, and how that timing changes
with cohesion, but we don’t know
anything about what’s happening
during an avalanche,” she said.
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—Melita Wiles ’22

Professor Lehman and students
discuss research implications.

This is what
physicists love–
finding something
that happens for
everything. With
that data we hope to
develop one theory
that describes
a huge range of
phenomena.”
—Don Jacobs, emeritus
professor of physics

“We want to understand better
the dynamics of an individual
avalanche. The video allows us to
see and analyze how fast different
parts of the pile are moving as a
function of time.” They can look
at the motion of beads on the pile
during an avalanche and study how
the area that the avalanche covers
relates to the number of beads that
fall off the edge, the speed the beads
move, or how long an avalanche
lasts, and then look at how all those
things change with cohesion or with
other experimental parameters.
“The video gives us almost an
overwhelming number of new
things that we could measure,”
Lehman added.
Analyzing different amounts
and types of data and working
with new equipment to enhance
the experiment gives students
who become involved in the
project several different ways

they can apply their interests and
experience to solve problems and
move forward. Further it gives the
students an opportunity to meet as
a group and brainstorm together.
“Science is really collaborative in
real-life situations,” said Lehman.
“Bringing students together as
a group gives them practice in
learning how to summarize their
results concisely.”
Melita Wiles ’22, a physics and
mathematics major, focused on
the computational side of the
experiment, “I created a program to
remove distortion from the bead pile
images we were trying to analyze
using multiple coding languages,”
she said. “I improved hard skills such
as coding and math concepts but also
verbal and written communication
skills. With the many different
projects going on, I realized the
importance of different minds and
people with different skillsets.”

Being able to approach the bead pile
experiment from multiple perspectives
gives students an experience that is easy
to talk about after they leave Wooster
with prospective employers, fellow
researchers, and others outside the
project. “Whenever I had to present my
work for my summer internships or for
jobs after graduating, it was very easy to
communicate what the experiment was,”
said Palchoudhuri, an engineering process
manager at E Ink Corporation, who
worked on the project as a sophomore
research assistant as well as for her I.S.
“You can picture it, and it was a good way
to connect with the people interviewing
me who were assessing my abilities.”

experiments, we’re analyzing
data, writing papers and technical
reports, and going to conferences
and presenting and sharing
our work. We’re also building
connections with our scientific
communities and collaborating
with Department of Defense labs
for the Navy and Air Force.”

Elliot
Wainwright ’15
fulfills ambition
to ‘support the
warfighter’

I

n his admissions
essay for The College
of Wooster, Elliot
Wainwright ’15 wrote
about his interest in developing new
kinds of body armor for the Army.
As a physics and mathematics
major, it’s an aspiration he “never
lost sight of.” Now a materials
engineer for the DEVCOM U.S.
Army Research Lab his work
focuses on maintaining a scientific
and competitive advantage that
“supports the warfighter.”
“We’re working to try to modernize
the Army and a big part of that
modernization is making sure that

Students’ ability to engage with the bead
pile project regardless of their aptitudes,
interests, and goals is one of the aspects
of the project Lehman appreciates most,
she explained: “I’ve had students who
did mathematical analyses as math and
physics majors, and I’ve had students
who built an electronic circuit because
that was their strength. This project is so
adaptable and accessible; it works well
with all kinds of students.” Bringing
different aspects of research with
multiple students across the years for
publication allows Lehman to tell a more
complete story about the project as a
whole, she said, adding, “Working with
students in the lab is one of the best parts
of my job.”

we have the best scientists and
engineers working on solutions
to problems that we know peer
adversaries are also working
on,” said Wainwright. “We want
to make sure soldiers are as
safe and well-equipped as they
possibly can be.” Much of his work
is in the lab studying how different
materials react when hit by
powerful lasers and then applying
chemistry and material science to
understand those reactions.
“All the kinds of stuff that I did for
my I.S. project, that’s my day-today,” said Wainwright, who worked
on the bead pile project. “We run

Focusing on changing the strength
of the magnetic field and watching
the statistical distribution of the
avalanches, Wainwright found
contributing to the development
of the bead pile project helpful as
he crafted his own I.S. “I liked the
fact that it had a history to it,” he
said, explaining that he was able
to build on previous research. “I
was able to hit the ground running
and immediately start taking
data.” He also began to relate the
project to more abstract models
that physicist Karin Dahmen had
used and enjoyed looking at “the
way the experiment behaved
statistically. It scales in a very
similar manner to other sorts of
real-world systems,” he said. “I
was very proud to be able to do
that. People came after me and
kept improving the system and
learning more.”

Wainwright says that the mentality
he developed as a physics major
at Wooster and his experience
with I.S. made him stand out when
he applied to graduate school
at Johns Hopkins University
where he earned his doctorate in
material science and engineering.
“My advisor from Hopkins
was very impressed with the
I.S. program at Wooster,” said
Wainwright. “Having completed
a large research project makes
a huge impact on the way you’re
perceived as a prospective grad
student.” The multidisciplinary
nature of studying physics as
an undergraduate also gave
him the fundamentals as an
experimentalist and a different
perspective in his research to
understand how materials behave
under different conditions.
“It’s a different way of thinking.
I’m really glad that I took the
physics route, rather than the
engineering undergrad route,
because I think the way that
physicists approach problems is
different from the way an engineer might approach a problem,”
he said. “And I still rely strongly
on those roots from Wooster.”
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a look back at

Diversity, equity, and inclusion

President Sarah Bolton’s

Under Bolton’s leadership, Wooster has grown to be the most international
campus in Ohio, 16th in the U.S. for percentage of international students,
and among the most diverse. Currently, international students make
up 17% of Wooster’s total enrollment and hail from 68 countries. U.S.
students of color account for 24% of the student body.

l e g a c y at w o o s t e r

In addition to continuing to build the internationality and diversity of
Wooster’s student body, staff, and faculty, Bolton collaborated with
students, staff, and faculty in her first year as president to create Wooster’s
first Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion strategic plan to ensure the campus
was also growing evermore equitable and inclusive.
“I am forever grateful to have worked with Sarah Bolton. The first time I
met with her one-on-one we walked to a very casual local cafe. She listened
to me intently, made smart observations, asked important questions,
hugged me, and kept in touch regarding both my personal and professional
life,” reflected Leslie Wingard, the Mildred Foss Thompson Chair of
English Language and Literature and chair of the Department of English
and Dean for Faculty Development. “She treated Wooster students and
colleagues, including those often underrepresented on college campuses,
with the same careful and loving care. Observing her style of leadership (a
model of integrity and grace) has without a doubt changed my life. Many
know that her commitment to battling socioeconomic injustices on and off
campus has been unwavering: I am an up-close witness of its power.”
As part of the DEI strategic plan, the College developed the Perry Williams
Fellowship program, bringing 10 early-career faculty members to Wooster
and securing a $1.1 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to
strengthen interdisciplinary work and faculty diversity at the College. This was
followed by the creation of a dedicated Title IX office, appointing a senior advisor
to the president for civil rights and Title IX coordinator, and the hiring of the
College’s first-ever chief diversity and inclusion officer (renamed vice president
of equity, inclusion, and diversity). During her tenure, new spaces were created
and others updated for Latinx students, Black students, and students who identify
as LGBTQIA+ to find comfort, safety, and salience in their identities.

S

arah R. Bolton completed her six-year
term as president of The College of
Wooster in June 2022, leaving behind a
legacy dedicated to the thriving of every
student and bookended by record enrollment
and endowment strength, expanded experiential
learning opportunities, strategic new academic
pathways and connections, and a working plan to
cultivate a more global and anti-racist community
and curriculum—all while successfully navigating
the campus through one of the most challenging
periods in the history of higher education.

“As a previous co-president of Latinas Unidas, President Bolton was a
pleasure to work with,” said Annays Yacamán ’22. “She made us feel heard

The Connect, Create, Discover strategic plan,
developed by Bolton in collaboration with
the Wooster community, served as a guide for
much of the transformation accomplished in her
time. Despite a global pandemic, Wooster is in
strong health and focused on a path of continued
innovation and advancement in nearly all ways
thanks to her enormous contributions. Her deep,
unmistakable connection to students and their
experience as well as her commitment to the
College community are evident in every part of
her legacy at Wooster.
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not just through her words but through her actions in supporting the Latinx
community. She was instrumental in helping us secure the Latinx Lounge,
providing a safe space to gather for Latinx students and allies. President
Bolton was someone we could rely on as organizers around equity and
inclusion on campus to listen and act.”
In 2018, core curricular requirements were introduced to ensure all
students build their capacities for understanding issues of diversity, justice,
and global engagement. Most recently, Bolton collaborated with a group of
recent alumni and current students to introduce the Black Student Equity
Fund. The first awards from this fund were distributed in December 2021.
→ Aubri McKoy ’20, who continues to be involved
in the distribution of Black Student Equity Fund
dollars, credits Bolton for raising “the stakes
for every president to follow.” According
to McKoy, “She was handed an imperfect
institution at some very inopportune times
(i.e. the 2016 presidential election, social
unrest worldwide, and a global pandemic)
and found ways to turn tragedy into triumph,
helping us all celebrate even the smallest wins.
She taught and displayed that accountability
starts from the top, unapologetically naming
and working against systems that oppress Wooster
students, staff, faculty, and our world at-large. Even
more than that, President Bolton herself never shied away
from acknowledging times she might have fallen short, always willing to
receive feedback on how she could best serve. To me, that was leadership.”

Providing greater access to Wooster,
reinforcing commitment to Ohioans
During the 2019-2020 academic year, Wooster moved forward to adopt
a permanent test-optional admission policy. “The College of Wooster is
committed to building and supporting a diverse community of students
across the country and around the world,” Bolton said in announcing the
plan. “Our students come to Wooster from many types of experiences
and high schools, and we are excited to take this step to creating the most
equitable and accessible admissions process, with a more holistic approach
that presents the fewest barriers possible.”
Over Bolton’s tenure, the number of students first in their families to
attend college rose to 17%; Pell-eligible students attending Wooster rose
to 25%; and 31% of all current students come from Ohio. In her inaugural
address, she called on Wooster to “acknowledge the financial realities
that students and parents face.” Since she joined the College, the amount
of institutional aid provided to Wooster students to ensure they could
complete their degrees grew by nearly 29%.
← Bolton visits with Posse Scholars at her home, part of a program
that brings students to Wooster as a group. Photo: Ari Solomon

← Bolton walks at
Convocation in 2017.
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In 2019, she reinforced Wooster’s commitment to students
in Ohio by establishing the “Tuition Free Guarantee”
for Ohio residents who demonstrate the highest levels of
financial need on the FAFSA, making them eligible for the
Ohio College Opportunity Grant.

COVID-19 response, campus
health, and safety
The arrival of COVID-19 forced Wooster to change every
aspect of working to keep the community safe. Bolton led
the charge, wasting no time securing plans and backup
plans for tests and masks that were in short supply, naming
the College’s inaugural director of emergency management,
and setting up consultative partnerships with Ohio State’s
Wexner Medical Center, Governor DeWine’s office, Wayne
County Health Department, and Wooster Community
Hospital—which proved consequential to navigating the
pandemic and ensuring the health and safety of campus.
In February 2020, when travel restrictions began to take place
internationally, Bolton gathered Wooster’s international students
from China at her residence. The gathering, in her words, was to
remind them, “You are welcome here, and we support you”
and was covered in The Chronicle of Higher Education.
In April 2020, she was recognized by The Chronicle for
her early leadership during the pandemic planning to
ensure educational access and affordability for all students
despite logistical and health challenges. Since spring 2020,
Wooster provided more than $3 million in financial aid
and emergency grants to students for whom financial crisis
might have prevented studying at Wooster, and eligible
students impacted by the pandemic are able to apply for
the Wooster Plus program, providing the opportunity for a
tuition-free ninth or tenth semester.
Wooster’s May 2021 Commencement, held in-person at
John P. Papp Football Stadium, served as a beaming symbol
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of her dedicated and informed leadership through one of
the most difficult and uncertain times in higher education.
She also led the planning for the spring 2022 in-person
commencement for the Class of 2020, who missed out on
so much in the early days of the pandemic.
“I very much enjoyed working with President Bolton
on the development of the strategic framework that was
endorsed by the faculty and Board of Trustees, but I am
particularly grateful that the College had Sarah to lead us
through an extremely challenging pandemic,” said Tom
Tierney, professor of sociology and anthropology, and
chair of Wooster’s Strategic Planning and Priorities Advisory
Committee. “Beyond her leadership through the pandemic,
Sarah always demonstrated a keen understanding of students’
needs in times of distress and was quick to offer genuinely
comforting thoughts and actions, in response to local, national,
and international events that weighed heavily on our students.”

Academic innovations and
creating connections
Understanding the changing needs of today’s college students,
Bolton worked with faculty to identify opportunities to enhance
the academic program to provide greater flexibility, exploration,
hands-on learning, and mentorship. In 2018 and 2019,
Wooster faculty introduced five new interdisciplinary majors
in environmental geoscience, environmental studies, education,
global media & digital studies, and statistical & data sciences.
Amid the pandemic, the College in 2020 introduced
interdisciplinary Pathways programs, bringing together academic
interests, hands-on experiences, and career exploration for credit.
Students may choose from eight programs: Activism & Social
Change, Data Exploration & Communication, Digital & Visual
Storytelling, Entrepreneurship, Environmental Communication
& Action, Global Impacts, Museum & Archival Studies, and
Public Health.

Bolton stewarded the final two years of the record-setting
$190 million Wooster’s Promise comprehensive campaign.
In 2018, she cut the ribbon on the $40 million Ruth W.
Williams Hall of Life Sciences. Gifts and commitments to
Wooster’s Promise also contributed to the construction of
the Brush Hall student residence, the transformation of
Gault Schoolhouse into residential space, renovations to
Andrews, Armington, and Stevenson residence halls, and
the renovated Alley in the lower level of Lowry Center.

ENROLLMENT
DIVERSITY

68W

countries
represented

The $40 million Lowry Center transformation project—
perhaps the most visible component of her Connect, Create,
Discover strategic plan—is on track to be completed by early
January 2023, prior to the start of spring semester.

48

states represented

END OWMENT
VALUE

GROWTH BY
NUMBERS

more than

10

$431m
$168m

in endowment growth

RECORD
FUNDRAISING
ACTIVITY IN
2020

Perry Williams
Fellows

5

new interdisciplinary
majors

8

interdisciplinary
Pathways programs

$41.1m
in outright and
deferred gifts

$3.5m

in unrestricted funds

← Bolton celebrates Holi
with students in spring
2022.
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↑ Qingyue (Joy) Li ’20
talks with Bolton at
gathering for Chinese
students in February
2020. Photo: Ari Solomon
→ Bolton poses with grads
this May during 2020
Commencement Weekend.

Experiential learning expanded across the curriculum
under Bolton’s leadership as part of existing outlets such as
APEX Fellowships and Applied Mathematics and Research
Experience, but also as part of the new Pathways programs
and individual departments working to identify and
credential internships, volunteer work, jobs, research, offcampus study, and other applied experiences in ways that
reflect the outcomes of those endeavors.
Teams of faculty and staff are engaged in planning the
implementation of team-based mentoring to help students
recognize opportunities for collaboration early in their
academic careers to bridge the gap between the already
successful mentoring ventures for first-year students and
Wooster’s nationally recognized I.S. program.

Funding strategic priorities and
campus infrastructure
Under Bolton’s leadership, Wooster’s endowment
performance soared, growing from $263 million to
more than $431 million. Wooster added a total of three
new endowed professorships; 38 new endowed funds to
support the library, student academic and career advising,
experiential learning, academic departments, student and
faculty research, and academic support; five new significant
current use funds; and 81 new endowed scholarships.
During the height of the pandemic in 2020-2021, total
fundraising activity including cash gifts, pledges, and
deferred gifts as well as gifts to The Wooster Fund set
all-time records. A total of $41.1 million in outright and
deferred gifts were committed for institutional priorities
while $3,577,782 million in unrestricted funds were
donated to support the College’s immediate needs.

“This renovation will create a welcoming and inspiring space
that surrounds us with a sense of Wooster’s inclusive values,
with a particular highlight on the international and diverse
nature of our community. It will be a vibrant and bright
center that draws students in and draws them together,”
Bolton said when introducing the project to campus.
This fall, the new dining hall will open on the first floor of
the building, along with an 8,000-square-foot expansion to
the west entrance. The Alley will reopen on the lower level,
and joining it will be student breakout lounges, Woo91
radio station, a new post office, MacLeod’s c-store, and the
newly renamed Robert C. Mayer Bookstore.

A legacy of strength
The Class of 2025 is the largest first-year class at The College
of Wooster in over a decade, and the incoming Class of 2026
is already breaking records, beginning with a 10% increase
in applications. Net deposits at the time of printing were at a
record high of 627, consisting of students from 41 States and
44 Countries. International students make up 18% of the
class while U.S. students of color account for 25%.
“Sarah led the College through six highly successful years; the
last three have been touched by the unimaginably difficult
management complications wrought by
COVID-19,” said Sally Staley ’78, chair
of Wooster’s Board of Trustees.
“Through the emergency
requirements of a pandemic
layered onto the ongoing
management of academic
programs, faculty, staff, and
the entire campus community,
Sarah has steadily led our College
with wisdom and inspiration,
science and compassion, and an
abundance of good humor.”
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Petroleum Experts Ltd. recently
donated 10 licenses of its MOVE
suite software package to the
Department of Earth Sciences.
This generous donation has a
market value of $2.54 million and
is accessed through a hardwarebased software protection device.
When using the MOVE suite,
Wooster faculty and students
interpret data, build cross-sections,
and kinematically and dynamically
analyze structural histories.

COLLEGE NEWS

Interim president
named for 2022-2023
academic year
ayne Webster, Ed.D., previously vice president for
advancement, began serving as interim president
of The College of Wooster July 1, 2022. Wooster’s
Board of Trustees voted and approved Webster
following an internal search led by Trustee Christopher Causey
’85. The committee, made up of trustees and faculty, carefully
evaluated more than two dozen nominees with diligence,
efficiency, and expediency to ensure the best opportunity for
support of Wooster students, faculty, and staff, and smooth
continuity of operations through the transition.

W

“We are enthusiastic about Dr. Webster’s familiarity with the
College’s strategic plan, his understanding of key priorities in
the coming year, his collaborative spirit, and his commitment to
Wooster’s students, staff, and faculty,” said Wooster’s Board of
Trustees Chair Sally Staley ’78.
Webster has served as Wooster’s vice president for advancement for
the past five years and is a trusted leader with more than 20 years
of service advancing the missions of nationally
ranked colleges and universities, with 12 years
of experience at the executive level.
“I am honored to be selected to serve and
lead the College in the next academic year
as interim president. The unique sense of
community that we promote and embrace is
real, and I have seen us rally together during
the pandemic to persevere during
the most uncertain of times,” said
Webster. “Wooster is also a place
of innovation, entrepreneurial
spirit, and one of deep dedication
to our mission.”
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PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
REVIEWING TALENTED CANDIDATES
Charged with leading a transparent, inclusive, and
successful search to identify a candidate to become
Wooster’s 13th president by July 2023, the Presidential
Search Committee is led by Trustee Peter Sundman
’81 and consists of 17 members of the Wooster
community, including two students, two staff members,
four faculty, and nine trustees and alumni. Throughout
April, the committee hosted listening sessions for
students, faculty, staff, alumni, and families, where
constituents shared their views on opportunities
and challenges for Wooster’s next president, and
some also participated in an online survey.

Wooster
Briefs

James West, professor of
biochemistry and molecular biology,
biology, and chemistry, published an
article with eight Wooster students
about their work in oxidative stress,
which relates to a variety of biological
processes, such as inflammation,
aging, and other age-related diseases,
in Free Radical Biology & Medicine, a
prestigious journal in biochemistry
and molecular biology.
Hillel, a Jewish student
organization at Wooster, will
host a new program house for
the upcoming academic year. The
formation of a Hillel house came
from the interest of first-year students
who wanted an informal, communal
space for Jewish students on campus.

The job description and prospectus were then developed
and the committee is working to recruit talented
candidates in collaboration with Storbeck Search, a
leading search firm in higher education and nonprofit
leadership with extensive experience recruiting for select
liberal arts institutions like Wooster. The committee
will review applications and interview candidates in
hopes of naming the next president of the College in
January 2023 to begin the role in July 2023.

The Student Center expansion and
renovation project is on schedule,
on budget, and progressing very
well as planned. Phase 1 and 2
will combine this summer with
substantial completion scheduled
for phase 1 on July 31, 2022. Once
occupancy is granted by the City
of Wooster for phase 1 (lower and
middle levels) likely on Aug. 1,
2022, the first meal will be served to
students at breakfast Aug. 17, 2022,
and then every meal going forward.
Contractors’ efforts will be focused
this fall on completing phase 2,
which is the upper level of the
structure as well as final site work
and the installation of the outdoor
waterfall to honor Dan Forrest
Lockhart ’74 before winter weather.

Visit wooster.edu/presidential-search for the
latest information.

↑ The front of the transformed
Student Center takes shape.

Cheryl Nuñez, a leading expert in
diversity, equity, and inclusion in
higher education, began her role as
vice president for equity, inclusion,
and diversity on March 14. Nuñez
brings more than 24 years of
experience working in leadership
roles to advance antiracism and build
inclusion and community engagement.
Makiba J. Foster, who
has attracted national
recognition for leading
digital projects that
curate the Black
experience, such as
Documenting Ferguson,
and, most recently, Archiving
the Black Web, has been named
Librarian of the College to begin on
July 15.
Biochemistry and molecular biology
majors Joel Kpakpo Brown ’22 and
Robby Beal ’22 were recognized
at the National American Society of
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Undergraduate Poster Competition.
Brown won the top prize and a
cash award of $500, and Beal was
one of three honorable mention
selections. A total of eight Wooster
students advised by Mark Snider,
Robert E. Wilson Professor of
Chemistry, presented at the National
Experimental Biology Meeting in
Philadelphia in early April.

PHASE 1 OF STUDENT CENTER
EXPANSION AND RENOVATION
TO COMPLETE THIS FALL

↑ Joel Kpakpo Brown ’22, Professor Mark Snider, and Robby Beal ’22
stand together at the National American Society of Biochemistry &
Molecular Biology Undergraduate Poster Competition.
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The College extends congratulations
and best wishes to members of the
College community who are retiring
in the 2021-2022 year including
Judy Davis, custodian; Steve Glick,
director of emergency management;
Roger Moore, custodian; Patrice
Smith, administrative coordinator for
theatre & dance and communication
studies; Debra Stowers, custodian;
Venice Swigart, manager, custodial
services; and Lanny Whitaker,
stationary engineer, powerhouse.

Wooster’s Model United
Nations team won Best
Overall Delegation Award
along with Outstanding
Delegation Awards for
six out of the team’s
eight committees at the
American Model United
Nations Conference held in
Chicago. The team, advised
by Kent Kille, professor of
political science and global
& international studies,
consisted of 16 traveling
members and many other
research team members
who helped with preparation
and position paper writing in
advance of the conference.
↑ Wooster’s Model United
Nations team represented
here by Mohini Sharma ’22,
president, Rachel Catus ’22,
vice president, and Elijah
Shoaf ’24, research director.

↓
Read the full
stories online at
wooster.edu/news
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COLLEGE NEWS
CAMPUS, COMMUNITY
TENNIS FACILITIES TO BE
CONSTRUCTED AT WOOSTER
INN SITE

Yvonne Williams, professor
emerita of political science and
Africana studies, is the 2022
recipient of the M. Jeanne
Talley Human Relations Award
from the Ohio Association for
College Admission Counseling.
The award recognizes an
individual whose contributions
have led to the enhancement
of relations among people of
diverse cultures, ethnic groups,
or with special needs.
↑ Yvonne Williams accepts the
award with her daughter, Lesley,
at a ceremony in March.

The College released plans for 12
regulation tennis courts that will be
available for use by the men’s and
women’s tennis teams as well as the
local community on the former site
of Wooster Inn at 801 E. Wayne
Avenue, part of the northeast entrance
to campus. The Board of Trustees
made the difficult decision to raze the
Inn after an unsuccessful request for
proposal process to identify a private
management company willing to take
on significant investments necessary
to bring the Inn back up to code and
position it to be a viable hospitality
business once again. Community
members purchased furniture,
collectibles, and service items from the
Inn in an online auction with revenue
supporting The Wooster Fund, and
Habitat for Humanity of Wayne County
salvaged materials from the structure
valuing nearly $25,000, enough to fund
one-fourth the cost of a new habitat
home. Read an Ode to the Wooster Inn
by Barb Hustwit, College community
member here: bit.ly/WooInnOde
↓ A rendering of the planned
tennis courts is below.

“

I also think that there
are some lessons that
we can take from the
Truman Doctrine. … I think
we need to remember that
sometimes we use language and
sometimes it uses us.”

AT H L E T I C S

Scots excel
academically and
athletically
SCOTS LEAD ENTIRE
NCAA IN POSTGRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIPS
Volleyball’s Syd Case ’22, men’s
soccer’s Wilson Freije ’21, and
women’s soccer’s Miura Wiley ’21
were among the 42 fall sport studentathletes selected to receive a NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarship. Wooster’s
three selections were the most from
any NCAA member institution this
fall, and it is the third time in the last
five academic years three Fighting
Scots have been chosen for the
prestigious one-time, non-renewable,
$10,000 award.
FIRST-YEAR ENJOYS
RECORD-SETTING SEASON
FOR STORIED PROGRAM
Jamir Billings ’25 achieved singlegame program records in assists (12)
and steals (10), and the single-season
record for steals (84). Billings was
D3hoops.com’s Region 7 Rookie of
the Year, the NCAC’s Top Defensive
Player, and the NCAC’s Newcomer of
the Year.
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TRIO COMPETES AT DIV. III
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Track and field’s Claudia Partridge
’22 and Dylan Garretson ’24
and swimming and diving’s Ollie
Bream ’25 qualified for the Div. III
Championships. Partridge placed
12th in the high jump at 5 feet, 3.25
inches, while Garretson tied for
14th-place in the pole vault at 14
feet, 9 inches. The duo set school
records in their respective events
this winter, with Partridge going 5
feet, 6.5 inches at the North Coast
Athletic Conference Championships
and Garretson clearing 15 feet, 8.25
inches at the Bob Shannon
Invitational. Bream, the
program’s first firstyear to earn four AllNCAC honors since
Meggie Edwards
’09 in 2006, swam
in three events at
nationals, with her
best finish of 22nd
coming in the
200 butterfly
(2:05.42).

above Dylan
Garretson ’24
right Miura
Wiley ’21

—Denise Bostdorff, professor of
communication studies, served as
a featured guest on The Forum, the
flagship discussion program of BBC
World Service in an episode of the
podcast looking back at the Truman
Doctrine and the start of the Cold War.

“

A lot of incarcerated
youth want to go to
college, but they’re just
not sure how to do that, and
we’re able to bring that to them
and show them what college is
like. It’s an opportunity for them
to experience being a college
student. Especially because
they’ve been so isolated over the
last two years, I think it’s really
meaningful that we were able to
take them out of that space and
into our space.”
—Anne Nurse, professor of sociology
and anthropology, was featured by
Inside Higher Ed for her creativity
in including incarcerated students
at a local facility in her criminology
course this spring virtually.

Erzsébet Ravasz Regan, associate
professor of biochemistry and
molecular biology, (@RavaszRegan)
shared a collection of tweets about
the Winter Quantitative Biology
conference on the Hawaiian Islands
this spring. Bhatnagar and KetemaSamuel were two of six students to
join her in attending.

“I would like to believe that the same seed that was
planted in me was also planted in other conservatives in
the room. It confirmed to Dylynn and I that we needed
more of these conversations.”
—Bobby Ramkissoon ’22 (quoted here) and Dylynn Lasky ’24 spoke with
The Atlantic magazine in an article discussing free speech on college
campuses and highlighting a group of Wooster students as part of what
the author called a “grassroots civil-dialogue movement” of students
coming together to discuss controversial issues including policing, gender
identity, and free speech.

“While they are still in high school, figure
out whatever it is your child is dealing
with, whether it’s academic, mental
health, or anxiety. Then start building
their self-advocacy skills. Ask them,
‘What do you want to do about that, and
how are you going to accomplish it?’”
—Myrna Hernández, dean of students and vice president for
student affairs, discussed Wooster’s early alert systems for mental health
awareness and advised parents of college-bound students to encourage selfadvocacy in an article for the TODAY show.

“

I really care about time
away from work and
being able to spend
time with people I care about.
Most importantly I want a work
environment that will give me
flexible hours to spend with my
family, whenever that happens
down the line.”
—Wylie Greeson ’22, environmental
geoscience and English major, spoke
with DealBook Newsletter, a business
and policy publication of the New
York Times about his feelings on
work-life balance in a recent article
called “College Seniors Prepare to
Enter a Work World in Flux.”

↓
See more details
online at
wooster.edu/news
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CHRISTA’S
FIVE ITEMS

FULFILLING PROMISES

Discovery Learning Endowment
supports students’ interests abroad
fter the challenges of the pandemic
hindered research and learning
opportunities abroad in recent
years, a new endowment is making
it possible for six students to participate in
experiential learning programs abroad through
The College of Wooster this summer. The
Discovery Learning Endowment, established by
donors who wish to remain anonymous, provides
funding for student research and experiential
learning experiences, in this case studying
history and traveling abroad to Buenos Aires,
Argentina, and Tuscany, Italy.

A

Part of the TREK program, short for Think,
Research, Engage, Know, the Buenos Aires TREK
is an intensive documentary workshop led by
Greg Shaya, Henry J. and Laura H. Copeland
Professor of European History. Students will
have the opportunity to work with an awardwinning documentary filmmaker to interview
subjects, film, and edit, as well as explore the
city, its culture, and history. Madonna Hettinger,
Lawrence Stanley Chair and Professor of
Medieval History, leads the Wooster Summer in

Tuscany program with an emphasis on
cultural immersion and independent
living. The trip to the Tuscany region
of Italy is centered in Siena and
employs the urban landscapes of Siena,
Assisi, and Florence, as laboratories
for interdisciplinary investigations of
medieval material and religious culture.
“The Discovery Learning Endowment is
an incredible resource for our students
to participate in these programs,” said
Joan Friedman, professor and chair of the
Department of History. The funds from the
endowment support two students participating
in the TREK to Buenos Aires and four traveling
to Tuscany. Friedman said the fund will also
support students in a TREK to Israel, Palestine,
and Jordan, in summer 2023. This TREK is
also open to alumni at full cost. In addition
to these scholarships, this year the Discovery
Learning Endowment will also support history
students participating in summer internship
opportunities and domestic field study programs.

“I have always wanted to study
abroad. As a historian I have
spent the last four years
learning about European
history by reading books and
articles, taking courses, and watching
documentaries, but to be given the chance
to learn about the history of a place while
sitting in those historic locations cannot be
replicated! The funds from the endowment
have not only made this possible but have
helped jump-start my graduate school plans
following the trip.”

“This is an amazing
opportunity to
work with an
award-winning
documentary
filmmaker. The fact that we get
to create a couple of our own
shorts as well as a group project
will be an amazing start to my
portfolio that I can show to
potential employers. I could
not have afforded to go on this
trip without this support.”

—ZDENA SINKHORN ’22

—FRANK ADAMS ’22
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1 Wearing glasses since 5
years old, Craven collected
some of her favorites that
show her “life in frames,”
she said, joking that some
of the ones from her
college years are a little
more funky and retro, and
recent ones are titanium
for added strength to
withstand her twins.

Funding opportunities like these experiences
abroad “open the door to those who dream about
taking their research to the next level, and in doing
so, open their minds to the world to benefit all
of us,” the donors explained. “Creating this fund
is about leveling the educational playing field for
those who ‘have not.’ We’re passionate believers in
the Wooster approach to education, where students
are empowered from their first year to learn the
power of research, writing, and presentation.”
For more information about providing
opportunities for students to participate in
experiential learning through an endowed
fund contact Carolyn Ciriegio in the Office
of Advancement at 330.263.2075 or
advancement@wooster.edu.

“Ever since I was young,
I always wanted to
participate somehow
in the experience of
filmmaking. I am so
grateful for the funds allotted from
the endowment fund that made this
opportunity to study abroad possible.
It is both touching and encouraging
to know that the donors were willing
to help me actualize this journey.”
—BRENDAN LINN ’22

OFFICE HOURS

Christa Craven
IMMEDIATE PAST DEAN FOR FACULTY DEVELOPMENT;
PROFESSOR OF WOMEN’S, GENDER, & SEXUALITY STUDIES
AND ANTHROPOLOGY

C

oming to The College of
Wooster after a visiting
faculty position at a research
university 16 years ago, Christa
Craven appreciates being able to build
relationships with her students and her
colleagues in the tight-knit Wooster
community. She frequently reconnects
with alums now in multiple fields.
Serving the past three years as dean for
faculty development, she’s welcomed
80 new faculty including 30 tenuretrack faculty during her time in the
role, many replacing faculty retiring
under the College’s early retirement
program in 2019. “It’s been the most
diverse group in so many ways. Many
have interdisciplinary interests; over

50% are BIPOC domestic faculty, and
over 25% are international faculty,”
she said, noting that the incoming
cohort is starting to echo the diversity
of Wooster’s students. “We have gone a
long way toward making sure students
see a diverse array of people they can
identify with in their time on campus,”
she said. She’s also enjoyed developing a
mentor cohort program to connect new
colleagues with other faculty, as well as
supporting mid-career faculty who want
to explore new avenues of research or
experiment with new teaching methods.
While her term as dean concluded in
June, she shared a look inside her office
and some of the mementos she’ll take
back to her faculty office.

2 In her Introduction
to Anthropology class,
Craven teaches students
about the African Burial
Ground project in New
York and discusses
the importance of the
Sankofa, an Adrinka
symbol meaning “look
back to move forward—
that we should look
to lessons from our
ancestors to build for the
future, represented here
as a bird with its head
turned towards its back
carrying an egg in its
mouth,” she said. A senior
studio art major taking
her class crafted this out
of wood for a final project.

3 An item she plans to leave behind was given to her by a colleague in
human resources. The frame holds multi-color scrolls enclosing inspiring
quotes, and she’s hoping to make time to add to the collection from
quotes that inspire her.

4 Frequently meeting
with candidates
interviewing for faculty
positions, Craven
made some conscious
choices to display items
showing she’s part of a
diverse and welcoming
community including a
SafeZone sign from the
campus-wide program
dedicated to creating a
welcoming environment
for all gender identities,
gender expressions, and
sexual and romantic
orientations; buttons
from conferences and
activist organizations
she’s been involved
in, and pictures of her
partner and their children
that show her family life.

5 Craven grew up
exposed to many
different cultures and
says this fan is from her
time in Singapore. She’s
also lived in Taiwan,
Germany, Austria, and
Hawai‘i, among others.
Wooster is now the place
she’s lived the longest.
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Congratulations,
Class of 2022!

“The class of 2022
is composed of
the most highly
intelligent, passionate,
creative, caring, and charismatic
leaders and scholars that I’ve
ever met. I am proud to be part
of such a community.”

T

he College of Wooster celebrated
the Class of 2022 in its 152nd
Commencement Ceremony held
at John P. Papp Stadium, Monday,
May 16, 2022. A total of 430
degrees were conferred in the outdoor ceremony.

—Benton Thompson IV ’22, an
archaeology major and Posse scholar
from Ellenwood, Georgia

In her opening remarks, President Sarah R. Bolton,
who begins her role as president of Whitman
College in Walla Walla, Washington, this summer,
spoke of her relationship with the class. “Class of
’22, you all and I have traveled these four years
together. We’ve made our way through an awful
lot of ups and downs together. And now we're
graduating together,” she said. “Through your
dedication, your care, your brilliance, and through
your resilience through all of this time you have
taught me so much. As we prepare to leave Wooster,
please know that I am better for having known you,
and that I will be forever changed because of all you
taught me.”
Oscar-nominated musician and Wooster alumnus
Darius Scott Dixson ’13, known as “DIXSON”
professionally, gave his keynote address to the
Class of 2022 with humility and alumni pride.
“Being [at Wooster] challenged me and made me
the man I am today. For that, I am truly grateful,”
he said. DIXSON shared his story as a selfdesigned major in arts and media management,
a path that allowed him “the freedom to study
multiple disciplines, engaging with students
and faculty from almost every department on
campus,” and share his passion for music with the
Wooster community. He called on the graduates to
“work together to create a world that respects the
diversity represented here today.”
More than 18,000 viewers have tuned in to watch
the video of the ceremony online. Visit
wooster.edu/commencement to view an archived
video of the Commencement ceremony, access the
official program, and watch archived videos of the
Baccalaureate and Multicultural Stole ceremonies.
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“I believe that in you
live new theories
that will protect our
world from old ways of
thinking. I am speaking to the new
guard, a class of world changers
and table shakers, and I couldn’t
be more elated.”
—Darius Scott Dixson ’13 aka “DIXSON”

“I hope you pursue
every opportunity
with the fullest,
messiest version of
yourself possible and embrace
your quirks and flaws because
imperfection is something that
makes us more resilient and
powerful—especially when we
use it to connect with people
in unexpected ways.”
—Jenna Smith ’22, a sociology major
from Vermilion, Ohio

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE CLASS OF 2022?
“I’ll be pursuing a master’s
in public health with a
focus in environmental
health at Emory University. I
plan on studying racism as
a public health issue with
a particular focus on how
environmental degradation
disproportionately impacts
the health of
communities
of color.”
—Shankar
Bhat

“My former internship
organization, Solidarity Urban
Farms, asked me to return
full-time as their community
outreach coordinator. I
will spearhead volunteer
programming and food
justice efforts in Lorain,
Ohio, alongside work in our
gardens bolstering vegetable
and flower production.”
—Jenna Smith

“After graduation, I will
live in Arlington, Virginia,
and start my career as
an engineering geologist
at Langan.”
—Justine Paul Berina

“I am attending Rutgers
University as a Ph.D.
candidate in earth and
planetary sciences at their
New Brunswick campus.
I am hoping to focus my
Ph.D. on hydrogeology to
better understand how
groundwater flows through
groundwater modeling.”
—Mazvita Chikomo

“I am attending the
University of Iowa College
of Dentistry in the fall of
2022. I plan to earn my
Doctor of Dental Surgery
degree and continue
practicing as a general
dentist in the Northeast
Ohio area.”
—Brooke
Katherine
Swain
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Tartan Ties
Alumni
Achievements
’60s
Virginia Everett ’61 wrote, “My
soon to be grandson-in-law, Jacob
Hailperin-Lausch ’17 has
recently published an article in the
January Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Journal. Jacob, a recent graduate of
Case Western Reserve School of
Law, has joined the Calkins Law
Firm as counsel helping businesses
with litigation and transactional

work. Jacob is engaged to my
granddaughter Katharine More
Everett ’17.
W Association Hall of Famer
Reggie Minton ’63 was chosen
as this year’s recipient of the
Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame’s John W. Bunn
Lifetime Achievement Award.
The honor is Naismith’s highest
honor outside of enshrinement and

UPCOMING EVENTS
BLACK AND GOLD
WEEKEND
Sept. 16-18, 2022

recognizes coaches, players, and
contributors whose outstanding
accomplishments have impacted the
high school, college, professional,
and international game.

ALUMNI
WEEKEND 2023
June 8-11, 2023
Find out all the latest
event information
wooster.edu/alumni.

’70s
Michael Tanner ’75 wrote, “I just
retired on Jan. 3, 2022, after 40
years. We missed our 45th reunion.
I hope our 50th will be held in three
years; we only go this way once in
life. Stay safe everyone.”
Robin Harbage ’75 wrote,
“During the summer of 2021,
I had the opportunity to work
with Savannah Sima ’23 on an

ALUMNI HONORED
AT ALUMNI WEEKEND
CELEBRATION
The College of Wooster
recognized multiple alumni with
awards at this year’s celebration
of Alumni Weekend: Under
the Big Top, June 9 through
12. Those recognized at the
Annual Meeting of the Alumni
Association included Don
Barlow ’72 who received the
John D. McKee Alumni Volunteer
Award, Brenda Khor ’17 who
received the Outstanding Young
Alumni Award, and Bruce
Bigelow ’66 who received the
Sara Patton Stewardship Award.
This year’s Distinguished Alumni
include Sara Patton ’67
and Jim DeRose ’72.
Look for coverage of
the celebration in this
fall’s issue.

APEX project. After several years
of facilitating racial allyship study
groups, my co-facilitator, Bill Shaul,
and I decided to enlist the talents
of a Wooster student to research
resource materials and develop
a website as a self-study tool for
youth and young adults to engage in
learning about systemic racism and
the impacts in many areas, including
education, housing, criminal justice,
and healthcare. We were delighted
with the results of Savannah’s work
and realized again the immense
value that Wooster provides both
in personal development and in the
larger world.”

“I just retired on Jan. 3,
2022, after 40 years. We
missed our 45th reunion.
I hope our 50th will be
held in three years; we
only go this way once in
life. Stay safe everyone.”
— Michael Tanner ʼ75

’80s
Margaret "Peggy" Mackellar ’80
wrote, “I am leading two expeditions
to Tanzania again in 2023. In
February 2023, I am organizing a
safari trip to four National Parks,
including three nights in tented
camps in the Serengeti (think
glamping). In August 2023, I am
organizing an expedition which
will have three days of safari, and a
seven-day trek of Kilimanjaro. The
climbing expedition is fully porter
and guide supported.

’90s
Kurt Russell ’94 was named
the 2022 National Teacher of
the Year by the Council of Chief
State School Officers (CCSSO).
Russell is a 25-year veteran of
the classroom who serves as a
history teacher at Oberlin High
School. He will spend a year
representing educators and serving
as an ambassador for students and
teachers across the nation.

↑ Sam Tannenbaum ’12 wrote, “We had a beautiful outdoor, interfaith, queer ceremony and
reception outside of Cleveland in August (between Covid surges). Pictured are Robyn Van
Dusen-Trem ’11, Allie Curtze ’12, Allison Wadleigh ’10, Abby Harris-Ridker ’13, Celeste
Tannenbaum ’13, Sam SB Loder Tannenbaum ’12, Hope Hunter ’19, Henry Potts-Rubin ’20,
and Greer Morgan Friedrich ’12.”
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More may be found online at
wooster.edu/classnotes.

↑ Kelsey Stone ’13 wrote, “COW classmates and good
friends reunited at Kelsey Stone (Hardin)’s wedding in
Columbus, Ohio, on Oct. 23, 2021. Pictured are Brynn
Conroe ’13, Justin Kalinay ’13, Kelsey Stone ’13, Tabby TesfayeAbrams ’13, Sarah Doohan ’13, and Dung Nguyen ’14.”
Photo: Jessica Babic Photography

Alumni
Updates
’50s
Julie Nader ’57 wrote, “As a
member of the City of Sherwood’s
Senior Advisory Board I have
enjoyed being in the know about
city business. The board is designing
a survey for seniors (a growing
population in our town at 1,881,
almost 10%), then hope to address
at least some of our needs and apply
to be an Age Friendly City.

W

Alumni updates and photos of weddings
or encounters included in this issue were
submitted online by March 31, 2022, and
edited for clarity, style, and length. Digital
images of high resolution (files sized at least
1-3 MB) work best. Images that do not meet
the quality standards necessary for printing
cannot be included.
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↑ Audrey Hudak ’11 wrote, “Wooster alumni attended the annual
Robert Burns event hosted by Andy Tveekrem at Market Garden
Brewery on Jan. 21.”

Beverly Stockard ’58 wrote,
“During the first year of COVID
I just sat in my recliner and forgot
how to walk, but I had three
months of physical therapy and
am happy to be back on my feet. I
moved to Ithaca, NY, in 2019
when my daughter and son-in-law
retired here.”

’60s
Ken Fischer ’66 wrote, “I can
report that I’m in good health,
happily married to Penny going on
56 years, teaching arts leadership
at University of Michigan, doing
volunteer work with arts and social
service nonprofits, having fun with
my memoir Everybody In, Nobody
Out, visiting our son Matt and his
family in California, and looking
forward to our in-person reunion
whenever we determine it’s safe to
hold it.”

’00s
Kristin Roscoe ’06 wrote,
“Kristin (Welk) Roscoe ’06 and
Eric George Roscoe ’07 celebrated
the birth of their son George
Roscoe, on Oct. 17, 2021.”
Elyssa Krivicich ’09 wrote,
“Michael and I welcomed our
third child this past January.
Ezekiel joined his big sisters,
Madeleine and Celeste.”

SUMMER 2022 WOOSTER

TA R TA N T I E S

34

A LU M N I P R O F I L E

Karen McEwen ’90 found love
for lifelong learning, research

K

aren McEwen ’90, who devised
the original experiment that
led to the bead pile project
featured on page 14, took away from her
experience at The College of Wooster a
love for lifelong learning as well as the
liberal arts education that supported
her on her winding path to a career as
a minister. In addition to her major in
physics, she enjoyed the opportunity
to study in philosophy, history, and
psychology as well as tour with the
band as a saxophonist during the Scot
Band’s spring tour, playing concerts in
Presbyterian churches.

“I love that every week I get
to do research as I prepare
for my sermon; every week I
get to write, and all of these
things I learned originally
at Wooster.”
—KAREN MCEWEN ’90

Majoring in physics because she wanted
to understand how things work, the
bead pile experiment drew McEwen’s
interest because of the way it tied to
other phenomena like traffic patterns.
“The idea that watching avalanches on a
sand pile had the same kind of pattern
and was related to all kinds of things
fascinated me,” she said. Working with
John Lindner and Don Jacobs, emeritus
professors of physics, to design and
develop the experiment, she learned a lot
about perseverance. “Failure is a legitimate
result, and just because the experiment
fails doesn’t mean you’re a failure,” she said,
explaining that before they developed a
successful bead pile, they’d started with a
blow-up swimming pool and a bag of sand.
“We tried a bunch of different things, and
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I learned it was OK to find out it wasn’t
going to work and take what you learned
to try something new,” she said.
Trying something new is exactly what
McEwen decided to do when her
husband Josh Farthing ’92 died of
Leukemia in 1998. She and her husband
met during their time at Wooster and
after they married became members
of a local church. McEwen completed
master’s degrees in applied mathematics
and engineering and worked as an
environmental engineer, but after he
passed, she decided to take a position as
a part-time student pastor through their
church. “Then I interviewed 20 people
who were in the ministry in all different
kinds of areas. Wooster taught me how to
be a researcher, a student, and a lover of
knowledge,” she said, explaining that she
used those tools to make this transition
and as she studied her Master of Divinity
at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis.
After completing her degree, she worked
in Global Ministries for the United
Church of Christ with the East Asia
region and later became a church pastor
in northeast Ohio. “I love that every week
I get to do research as I prepare for my
sermon; every week I get to write,” she
said, adding, “and all of these things I
learned originally at Wooster.”
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Caitlin Ziegert
McCombs ’17

RECENT ALUMNI BO OKS
CHRISTOPHER CRAFT ’71
The River and the Wolf
Independently Published, 2021

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT
College of Fine Arts, The
University of Texas at Austin

A collection of seven short stories
with two autobiographical tales
of a childhood pet and canoe
adventures in New Hampshire.

INVOLVEMENTS: Reunion ambassador for the Class of 2017,
active alumni event participant, social media advocate, and
donor to The Wooster Fund

ERNST FISCHER ’77
Pioneers and Refugees: A Danube
Swabian Saga
Archway Publishing, 2022

Q: What inspires you to volunteer with Wooster?
McCombs: Some of my best friends are from Wooster and the

College was so, incredibly impactful on me. I loved my major,
sociology, and felt like this is where I found a love of learning.
I practically had a minor in Tom Tierney and adored all the
classes I took. My senior I.S. project is what led me to graduate school at UT Austin and my two APEX Fellowships with
small nonprofits during college summers inspired me to do
AmeriCorps VISTA in Austin the year after I graduated. I’ve
been in Austin ever since and love my city and my career—all of
this happiness I now have has origins at Woo. I have so much
to be grateful for! My connections through Wooster are some
of the most meaningful to me. I would never have the passion
for education, and specifically higher education, without the
professors and peers that I had at Wooster.
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↑ Lauren Grimanis ’12 married Karl Ruter ’10 July 24, 2021, in California. She wrote,
“We had a small ceremony at our house in Berkeley, California, and then enjoyed time with
our families (and our mountain bikes) in Lake Tahoe. Highlighted in our ceremony was
our Wooster meeting story, meeting for the first time at practice for the club ice hockey
team. Karl played forward; Lauren played goalie, and Karl couldn’t get a puck past Lauren.”

In this historical fiction novel, the
author tells the story of how his
ancestors settled in Eastern Europe
in the 18th Century and years later,
how his parents, caught in the
throes of World War II, were forced
from their homes and became
refugees, running for their lives.
ALAYT ISSAK ’21
Young McDonald Had a
Botanical Farm
Independently Published, 2022
Written with co-author and advisor
Lav Varshney, Issak published an
artificial inteligence-illustrated
children’s book, a new take on the
classic rhymes of “Old MacDonald.”

Q: Why is it important to you to volunteer?
McCombs: I love my work in development and see how trans-

formational individual care, effort, and philanthropy can be on
current students. I care deeply about higher education and feel
indebted to Wooster, which inspires me to volunteer and reconnect. I also see how meaningful volunteering positions can be for
the alumni and donors that I work with every day at UT Austin.

CAROL JENNINGS ’66
The Sustain Pedal
Cherry Grove Collections, 2022
A compilation of poems focused on
the struggle of wanting control, the
poems forge a connection between
the works of composers like
Beethoven and Chopin and mourning
the loss of the natural world.

Q: What have you taken away from the experience?
McCombs: It’s nice to have an excuse to reconnect with friends

from college! And I am excited to go and see folks I haven’t seen
since we all graduated.
Q: Why would you recommend volunteering to others?
McCombs: It’s neat to find out how many Woo alumni are in

Austin—our city has grown rapidly in the five years I’ve been
here, which means more and more Scots are heading down. I
am looking forward to organizing an I.S. Monday for 2023 to
continue the great work of Ali ’09 and Justin ’05 Sloan—who
recently moved to Denver!

Contact alumni@wooster.edu to learn
more about how you can be involved.

↑ Jessica Baylor ’08 married Jeremy Healey on Nov. 13, 2021, in Newburyport, MA.
She wrote, “Jessica and her younger sister, Isabel Baylor ’12 both played lacrosse for
Coach Elizabeth Ford who was in attendance with her family. After graduating from
Wooster, Jessica moved to Boston and lived with many Wooster alums who traveled
from California, Texas, and Massachusetts. Pictured are Elizabeth Ford, Erin Rose
Dacyczyn ’10, Isabel Baylor ’12, Jessica Baylor ’08, Rachel Spatz ’09, Cassie Brown ’08,
Jen Jones ’08, Sarah Hammond Shumate ’08, Alex Brower ’08, and Jessica Lee Ellis ’09.”

ELIZABETH LIMKEMANN ’65
Surviving a Biblical Childhood:
How I Came to Love God in Spite
of the Bible
Balboa Press, 2021
This autobiography focuses on a
lifelong spiritual journey from a child
terrified of the angry God she learned
about, to discovering a loving God
and “A Course in Miracles.”
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ADAM ROSE ’96
Corollary
Source Point Press, 2022
This four-part sci-fi comic
book series is about a galaxy
comprised of “twos.” All the
moons, planets, and people are
twins, and if one person dies, so
does their companion.

GEORGE J. SIEDEL ’67
Seven Essentials for Business
Success
Routledge, 2021
This book features lessons and
stories from several awardwinning professors on teaching
the seven areas of business
success.

DOROTHY ROBBINS
TALAVERA ’71
Miss Sutton Does Things Differently:
A Young Women’s Odyssey from the
Farm to International Relief Worker
BookBaby, 2022
The inspiring story of Alice Estella
Sutton, a girl born in the Victorian
era and raised on a New Jersey
farm, is told through her own diary
and newspapers.
JAYMIE WAGNER ’03
Orphan’s Cry: Song for Me Book 1
JMS Books, 2022
This book, a blend of fantasy and
romance, follows a woman hiding
her secret of becoming a werewolf
six months after being bitten by
a “dog.”

TA
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Elizabeth Wiess ’06
explores human
nature in debut novel
BY CAROLINE WARD ’25

history and English major
at The College of Wooster,
Elizabeth Wiess ’06 credits the
College in her “development
as a thinker, a writer, and a human being.”
In the classrooms of emeritus professors
Peter Havholm and Dan Bourne, Weiss says
she discovered a passion for teaching and
committed to writing in earnest. “As much
as my Wooster education equipped me with
specific knowledge and skills,” Weiss said,
“it also inculcated a broad sense of curiosity
and a passion for learning new things.”

A

Weiss has now realized those passions.
She has taught for the University of Iowa,
the Iowa Young Writers’ Studio, and the
Sackett Street Writers’ Workshop, and
she is a mentor for the Minnesota Prison
Writing Workshop. Her nonfiction has
been published in The New Yorker online,
and her debut novel The Sisters Sweet,
published in 2021, was reviewed in the
New York Times as “an elegant, immersive
family saga set within the duplicitous
culture of early-20th-century vaudeville.”
The book had been a long time in the
making, said Weiss. “It took me almost a
decade to get from the very first seed of
an idea to the final draft.” The novel saw
her from grad school to the birth of her

Email
wooster_magazine@
wooster.edu to share
your book!
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↑ Kelly (Porten) Lagerlof ’14 married
Karl Lagerlof on Jan. 16, 2022. She
wrote, “There was a mini Wooster
reunion! Pictured are Maggie
Etheridge ’14, Kelly (Porten) Lagerlof
’14, Ruth McKee Porten ’84, and
Sarah Crosswy ’14.”

Weiss wants readers to connect with the
story in the same way she has: “I hope my
readers will experience a sense of being
deeply immersed in the truth of another
human life.” And as to the possibility of
any future novels? Weiss says absolutely,
adding, “I don’t think I can help it.”

↓
ELIZABETH WEISS ’06
The Sisters Sweet
Dial Press, 2021
In this novel, a young woman in a vaudeville sister act must learn to
forge her own path after her sister exposes their family secret and
runs away to Hollywood.

Jay Cutting ’08 develops
growing renewable
energy business through
power of rhetoric

G

daughter. “It feels as if this book contains
a whole chapter of my life,” she added.
Weiss says the inspiration came more than
a decade ago when the 2009 “Balloon Boy”
hoax gripped public attention. A family
in Colorado had been keeping a large
homemade helium balloon tethered in
their yard, and when it came undone and
flew away, the family claimed their son
had been carried off by the balloon. There
was an enormous search for him, but he
was later discovered hiding in the attic,
and many believe his parents contrived
the hoax in the hopes of their own reality
TV show. She said what fascinated her
most about the “Balloon Boy” story was
“the idea of parents using their children
to commit fraud in the pursuit of fame.”
Eventually this idea would inspire the plot
of The Sisters Sweet, in which two sisters
are forced into a conjoined twin vaudeville
act to bring both fame and economic
security to their family.

A LU M N I P R O F I L E

↑ Susan Yoder ’75 wrote, “For the
Audubon Society of Portland, Beth
Parmenter ’75, Emily Barlow ’76,
and Susan Yoder ’75 (photographer)
put together bags of treats for the
volunteers at the annual November
Wild Arts Festival. We had a great
time reminiscing and getting
caught up on our lives since the
beginning of COVID!”

rowing up in Anchorage, Alaska, with
his mother working for Chugach
Electric, Jalam “Jay” Cutting Sr. ’08
always had an awareness of electrical energy,
and he became passionate about “how we
consume and generate electricity.” With the
effects of climate change, “The writing is
on the wall, and we have to address this,”
he said. Cutting spends his day-to-day as
founding president and CEO of ReVamp
Energy in Los Angeles persuading business
owners to incorporate renewable energy into
their resources to help “move the needle” by
decreasing their dependency on fossil fuels and
reducing their energy costs.
Earning his bachelor’s degree in communication
studies at The College of Wooster, Cutting
finds his understanding of the power of speech,
rhetoric, and communication to be at the core
of his success in developing his business to be
a leading solar energy provider. First through
a course in rhetoric with Denise Bostdorff,
professor of communication studies, and later
studying the concept for his Independent Study,
Cutting says, “You can accomplish everything
you want with persuasive language, and I fell
in love with that idea. The delivery, the word
choice, the tone of voice, that’s huge. When I
present in boardrooms and draft my proposals, I
understand all that and apply it to
my business dealings.”
After graduating from
Wooster, Cutting first worked
in sales, training in corporate
structure as a medical sales
consultant and made the move
to Los Angeles through a
friend in solar sales.
He worked in sales
and became a
“student of
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the game,” educating himself and volunteering
with nonprofit solar companies like GRID
Alternatives. He became a licensed general
contractor in 2015 starting with residential
homes and later focusing on commercial
and industrial businesses and in 2021 was
recognized as one of the top 500 solar
contractors by Solar Power World online, a
leading trade publication. Employing a team
of mostly minority individuals, Cutting takes
pride in the representation ReVamp Energy
brings to the alternative energy field and
offers opportunities to people who might
not otherwise have the chance to learn about
and become a part of the movement toward
renewable energy. “I would love it to be a
starting place for them,” he said. “We want more
people who look like us to be in this space.”

“You can accomplish
everything you want with
persuasive language, and I
fell in love with that idea. The
delivery, the word choice, the
tone of voice, that’s huge.”
—JAY CUTTING ’08

Cutting praises Wooster and Bostdorff for
challenging him as he transitioned to making
an impact in the real world. “She had a huge
influence on my success and made sure I had
someone in my corner,” he said. “I have a copy
of my I.S. on my desk. I see it every day, and I
know I can accomplish anything.” His current
project is with a manufacturing company that
makes contact lenses. “They’re a high energy
user, and when the utility company shuts down
the grid in Southern California during frequent
fire warnings and high wind warnings, they lose
hundreds of thousands of dollars in product.
We created a microgrid with 720 kilowatts of
solar, over 1,700 panels, and a generator to
power their facility so they never lose product,”
he explained, noting that the system also pulls
from the battery during peak demand times
to add to the company’s return on investment
and decrease their impact on the grid. “This is
the future; this is where we’re headed. I’m really
excited for what we can do in this industry.”
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COMMENCEMENT 2020

Class of 2020
reunited for
Commencement
Part 2

W

hile commencement
ceremonies are always a
milestone, flashbulb-memory
moment for graduates and
their families, The College of
Wooster’s 150th Commencement for the Class of 2020
on May 22, 2022, was different. The class already
received their diplomas at home at the end of their
final semester that was cut short by the COVID-19
pandemic. Returning more than two years later
reunited them with their classmates and the Wooster
community for a weekend where they participated in
planting their class tree, walking through the Kauke
Arch in honor of their achievements on I.S. Monday,
and finally walking across the stage and accepting
in-person recognition for their graduation this time
in the form of a tartan-wrapped Tootsie Roll.
As President Sarah R. Bolton welcomed the graduates
and their families, she noted that when organizers of
the event asked the Class of 2020 who they would
like to hear from they said, “We want to hear from
our community,” rather than an outside speaker.
Representatives from the class spoke of their time
at Wooster, their memories of their final days on
campus in March of 2020, how they’ve changed,
and how far they have come. Grace Cora O’Leary ’20
acknowledged the difference between the speeches
for the Class of 2022 she watched online and those
for 2020, “There will be no speaking to what we
might accomplish after college or how to start the next
chapter of our lives. We already lived this,” she said.
The class speakers instead found ways to capture what
it meant to them to be back at Wooster for their day
that, as Aubri Paige McKoy ’20 noted, “was no less
special just because it didn’t happen two years ago.”
Along with tartan-adorned Tootsie Rolls, the class took
with them a copy of a poem Daniel Bourne, emeritus
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→ The class participated in an
I.S. Monday parade, planted
their class tree, and took photos
with President Bolton.
← College of Wooster piper
Glenna Van Dyke ’23 plays as
graduates take the traditional
march through Kauke Arch.

← Representatives from
faculty and staff offered
their reflections to the
class, including Kayla
Campbell, program
coordinator for the office
of the vice president of
equity, inclusion, and
diversity; Amber Garcia,
professor of psychology
(pictured here); Marjorie
Shamp, director of
campus dining and
conference services; and
Daniel Bourne, emeritus
professor of English.
professor of English, one of four speakers from the
campus community, shared in his speech called “The
Tree That Remains,” in his words, “about evil, about
surviving and saying no to bitterness and depression,
ultimately, about knowing you have friends...,” he
reminded the class of the people at Wooster and
around them “who still care about you and are rooting
for you, cheering you on, and supporting you.”

The ceremony concluded with the Class of
2020 turning their tassels together in person for
the first time.
Visit wooster.edu/2020-commencement to
view an archived video of the Commencement
ceremony.

“

Being back at Wooster
this weekend has
reminded me why I’m so
glad I came here in the
first place. And it has also
reminded me how much the
Emily that stands before you
is a different, more resilient,
more authentic one. It has
reminded me that people
are capable of growth and
change and that we are
all going to make it out on
the other side, sometimes
scathed, but stronger.”
—Emilee René McCubbins ’20

“

As a consequence of a
pandemic, dreams of
I.S. Monday, commencement
ceremonies, proper salutations
and see-you-laters to friends,
enjoying the last moments of
life before bursting that Wooster
bubble and fully immersing
ourselves in adulting were
suddenly gone, or so we thought.
This weekend, we have been
able to partake in those very
dreams, collecting memories we
thought we had been deprived,
maybe not in the way we
anticipated, but collecting them
nonetheless.”
—Aubri Paige
McKoy ’20

“

As we continue to
trek into adulthood,
and move up in our careers,
it's important to take time
to celebrate everything that
it took us to get here and
the people that lifted us up
along the way. Know that
every step of the journey
is an accomplishment
and don’t be too hard on
yourself. Celebrate your
hard work and special
moments with your loved
ones around you.”
—Maryori Danitza Sosa ’20

“

Wooster is really great at
bringing people together who
care, who listen, who empathize…
This weekend we put our lives on
hold to be a community and care
for, listen to, and empathize with
each other. Class of 2020, know
that even if I do not know you,
even if I know you and we never
became good friends, I have a deep
care, love, and respect for each
and every one of you. I hope this
weekend brings you the closure
we all deserve, and you return to
the real world, knowing there’s
always a place back here for you
in Wooster, Ohio.”
—Grace Cora
O’Leary ’20
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In Memoriam
Since the last issue, the Office of Alumni and
Family Engagement became aware of the deaths
of the following alumni by March 31, 2022.
Contact alumni@wooster.edu with information
about the deaths of alumni or for more information.

’54, Barbara A. Frautschi,
March 12, 2022, Columbus,
OH

’59, Barbara (Eisinger)
Adams, March 11, 2022,
Wooster, OH

’71, Phyllis E. (Martin)
Nuber, Jan. 4, 2022,
Sandusky, OH

’55, D. Joy (Hadaway)
Walworth, Oct. 5, 2021,
Oberlin, OH

’60, John G. Leunk Jr., Jan.
17, 2022, Wooster, OH

’72, Jan C. Colton, Oct. 29,
2021, Omaha, NE

’62, Richard E. Scheetz,
Sept. 7, 2021, Pennington, NJ

’72, Frank Albert Cooke,
Dec. 28, 2021, Mount Hope,
Ontario, Canada

’55, Thomas A. Gustin, Jan.
13, 2022, Waterford, PA

’39, Pauline J. (Smith)
Shurtz, Sept. 4, 2021,
Coshocton, OH
’44, J. Carroll (Reed)
Vickers, Aug. 3, 2021, St.
Petersburg, FL
’46, Jean E. (Bloom) Reimer,
Sept. 21, 2021, Eugene, OR
’46, Cary E. (March)
Ormond, Jan. 15, 2022,
Novi, MI
’47, Lois Irene (Cornell)
McAllister, Oct. 30, 2021,
Santa Rosa Beach, FL
’47, Clare (Robinson) Walker,
Jan. 12, 2022, Willoughby, OH
’48, J. Raymond Chittum,
Sept. 14, 2021, Rittman, OH
’48, Dolores M. (Dickson)
Edwards, Jan. 29, 2022, Fort
Myers, FL
’48, Leona Paris (Hahn)
Compton, Jan. 30, 2022,
Vero Beach, FL
’48, Mary Lee (Phipps) Ports,
Feb. 9, 2022, Asheville, NC
’50, James H. Nearhood,
July 20, 2021, Ashland, OH
’50, Minoru Mochizuki,
Aug. 7, 2021, South Haven, MI
’50, George T. Boyce, Dec.
20, 2021, Peoria, AZ
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’50, Edwin G. Ziemke, Jan.
22, 2022, Huron, OH
’51, David M. Hileman, July
26, 2021, Ligonier, PA
’51, Robert Lee
Zimmerman, Dec. 9, 2021,
Plantation, FL
’51, Arthur L. Merrill, Jan.
14, 2022, Grand Rapids, MN
’51, Barbara (Breckenridge)
Glade, Jan. 21, 2022,
Shelburne, VT
’52, Philip H. Wile, Sept. 1,
2021, Clovis, CA
’52, Shirley A. (Morris)
Lautenschlager, Sept. 30,
2021, Rapid City, SD
’52, Walter O. Joachim Jr.,
Nov. 15, 2021, Cave Creek,
AZ
’52, Phyllis K. (Falls) Burns,
Nov. 19, 2021, South Bend, IN
’52, Curtis W. Jensen, Feb.
10, 2022, Lynnwood, WA
’53, Sylvia (Spencer) Petrie,
Aug. 9, 2021, Holliston, MA
’53, Dorcas (MacKay)
Brenner, Feb. 22, 2022,
Bluffton, OH
’54, Jun. A. (Zartman)
Shanabrook, Feb. 15, 2022,
Ashland, MA

TA R TA N T I E S

’55, G. Ellis Mellott, Feb.
22, 2022, Cortland, OH
’55, John D. Petrich, March
4, 2022, Barberton, OH
’56, Maurice E. Hole Jr., Jan.
29, 2022, Dallas, TX
’56, Judith Blair (Williams)
Gregg, Feb. 6, 2022, Athens,
OH
’57, Julia J. (McMillen)
Huber II, Nov. 24, 2021,
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
’57, Noel E. Franks, Jan. 11,
2022, Delaware, OH
’57, Joyce (Apple) Evans,
Jan. 13, 2022, Worthington, OH

’62, F. Ann Walker, Jan. 30,
2022, Fernandina Beach, FL
’63, Alan J. Sorem, Sept. 6,
2021, New York, NY
’63, John S. Oldfield, Jan.
19, 2022, York, PA
’63, Joan E. (Caplinger)
Mann, Feb. 5, 2022, Medina,
OH
’63, Bruce C. Cogan, March
19, 2022, Weetangera,
Australia
’64, Russell Yamazaki, Jan.
3, 2022, Grosse Pointe Park, MI
’65, John F. Schaeffer, Feb.
27, 2022, Evansville, IN

’73, Aleta E. (Siegfried)
Detoma, Dec. 5, 2021,
Allentown, PA
’73, Warren J. Noonan, Dec.
6, 2021, Pearce, AZ
’74, Nancy L. (Schuerman)
Stevens, Oct. 14, 2021,
Richmond, TX
’75, Richard T. Winner, Aug.
17, 2021, Columbus, OH
’75, Susan (Chandler) Hill,
Nov. 9, 2021, Rochester, NY
’77, Susan J. (Vastyan)
Freeman, Dec. 15, 2021,
Granville, OH
’78, Gerald A. Scrivens, Oct.
13, 2021, Lagrange, OH

’57, Oren A. Wasson, Jan.
30, 2022, Olney, MD

’65, Dorothy (Morley)
Kantosky, March 6, 2022,
Dayton, OH

’58, Susan Jamison-Trent,
Oct. 2, 2021, Scarborough,
ME

’67, Geoffrey T. Homan,
Nov. 13, 2021, Herman, ME

’58, Arthur E. Pearson, Jan.
12, 2022, Lancaster, PA

’68, Albert J. Wehrle, July
10, 2021, Abingdon, MD

’58, Robert M. Calhoon,
Jan. 14, 2022, Brooklyn, NY

’69, Mo Hejazi, Dec. 29,
2021, Hermitage, PA

’82, Laura (Winitsky)
Coker, Dec. 13, 2021, Studio
City, CA

’58, Ruth Colvin
(Holzapfel) Walters, Feb. 28,
2022, Washington, PA

’70, James Lehr Kennedy,
Feb. 15, 2022, Columbus, OH

’84, William C. Le Buhn,
Dec. 12, 2021, Malvern, PA

’70, Dawn (Speck) Elges,
Feb. 16, 2022, Ashland, OH

’85, Mary R. (Cermelj)
Kovack, Feb. 23, 2022,
Medina, OH

’59, William F. Haldi, Sept.
18, 2021, Canton, OH
’59, Lois (Shuler) Meighan,
Nov. 21, 2021, Lansdale, PA

’71, Cathy L. (Hendrickson)
Wirzylo, Dec. 7, 2021, Avon
Lake, OH

’78, Robert J. Lawson,
March 13, 2022, Roanoke, VA
’81, Margaret (Tannehill)
Thibodeau, Jan. 1, 2022,
Cape Elizabeth, ME

’86, Douglas E. White, Oct.
8, 2021, Sandy, UT

FACULTY & STAFF
Daniel Calhoun
May 7, 2022, Wooster, OH
A history professor at Wooster for 38
years Calhoun began teaching history
at Wooster in 1956 and was chair of
the history department from 1969-72
and 1986-1988. He was the Dunham
Professor of History from 1989 until
his retirement in 1994. A respected
author of two books and more than
20 articles in professional journals,
Calhoun gained additional notoriety
in 1994 when a Wall Street Journal
reporter wrote a feature story about
Calhoun’s system of recording thoughts
on each student in his classes.

Q &A
We asked and you answered. Thank you to all the
alumni who shared their experiences. Read some
of our favorite responses below and participate in
the prompt for the next issue.

Q

What experiences at Wooster
were most important to you in
understanding questions of racial
justice?

David Moldstad
March 31, 2022, Wooster, OH
Moldstad, emeritus professor of
English, taught in Wooster’s English
Department from 1957 to 1991. The
focus of his research was Victorian
literature. A dedicated scholar of
English novelist, George Eliot, and
other prominent writers of the 19th
century, he took multiple sabbaticals
to do research in London during his
tenure at the College. He published
several articles on George Eliot and
Thomas Hardy throughout his career.

Q

What are some of your
experiences at Wooster that
inspired you to understand another
culture or race?
“Living for two-and-a-half years in Babcock
International House among many of
Wooster’s international students and
American students of color opened up my
world—literally. The experience led me to my
major at Wooster, to my graduate studies,
and to much of my career.”
—Sally Staley ’78

“Going to Nigeria on my
semester abroad, I still circle
back to that experience for
my understanding of the
world today.”

Paul Christianson
Feb. 15, 2022, San Francisco, CA
Christianson, an emeritus professor
of English literature, served as the
Mildred Foss Thompson Professor of
English literature at The College of
Wooster from 1963 to 1997. His areas
of research were medieval English
literature and linguistics. While at
Wooster, he enjoyed several sabbaticals
in London. He is the author of three
books, including The Riverside Gardens
of Thomas More’s London, published
in 2005 by Yale University Press and
illustrated by his friend and Wooster
colleague, George Olson, professor of
art emeritus.
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—Jo-Lynne DeNapoli ’95

“I was a senior at Wooster in 1965 when
Bloody Sunday took place on the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama. The horror
of it motivated students to march through the
downtown streets of Wooster in unison with the
Martin Luther King Jr. march from Montgomery
to Selma 10 days later. I remember walking
with my fellow students proud that we were
supporting our Black brothers and sisters in
the civil rights movement.”
—Susan Lewis Nasrani ’65

“The prevailing values
reinforced the ideals of caring
and justice for all that I had
grown up with.”

“When I was at Wooster, I was an
international student from Zimbabwe who
identifies as being Black. As the president
of the International Students Board in
2008, I was tasked with speaking at the
opening ceremony for the new class about
diversity. This was the first time I had to
think about culture, race, and diversity for
the whole College not only for Black people.
And I realized the best way was to write
as a way to fight racism and amplify Black
voices. The result is I have been writing
ever since Wooster to amplify diversity and
understanding of race. Some will walk and
march, some will boycott, and I will write
about these things.”
—Itai David Njanji ’11

—Nancy Kittredge Geiser ’56

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:
As we celebrate the graduation of the
Class of 2022, we want to hear from you!

Q. What advice would you give the
Class of 2022 as they leave Wooster
and prepare for their next steps?

Also, share your thoughts on the challenges
and opportunities the next president of
the College will face and the qualities that
would make a strong
leader for Wooster.
Respond at
bit.ly/Woosum22 or
point your phone’s
camera at this QR code.
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Wooster welcomes Oscarnominated musician and
Wooster alumnus “DIXSON”
for Commencement keynote
The College of Wooster welcomed Oscar-nominated
musician and Wooster alumnus Darius Scott Dixson
’13, known as “DIXSON” professionally, to give the
keynote address to the Class of 2022 in the College’s
152nd Commencement ceremony. Nominated in the
Best Original Song category for the music and lyrics
of “Be Alive” from the motion picture King Richard,
alongside Beyoncé, DIXSON spoke of his experience
as a “graduate” throughout his life.
“I challenge you today to mark this memory as one
of many graduations. I pray that with each new
milestone in your life, you continue to graduate,”
he said. “It requires both a strong will and quiet
resilience to finish. Not all ceremonies will look like
today. Sometimes you will have to graduate away
from family, away from friends, without recognition,
and sometimes they won't even call your name.
Graduate anyway. You’ll be glad you did.”

Read more inside about this year’s
commencement ceremonies for the
classes of 2022 and 2020.

